Parents Reflecting the Covenant Image of God
Rev. Dr. Tim Yates

Pre discussion: As parents what are some of your greatest joys in seeing kids grow or your greatest frustrations/trials? 

I. Introduction to Parenting in the Covenant Image of God
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)[image: round brilliant diamond]A. I believe most Christian parents are operating on semi-auto pilot, operating the parenting process using a conglomeration of default mode parenting modeled by our own parents (“eat all your vegetables,” “no singing at the table” “you will go to church because I say so” “stop yelling”), general free-floating morality[footnoteRef:1] about expecting kids to do right and stop doing wrong, and a few Bible verses about parenting, such as Ephesians 6:1-4. If kids challenge our authority to demand obedience to a particular command, most parents would find it difficult to quote a Bible verse to defend their  command.  [1:  Tim Keller uses this term in his book A Reason for God chapter 9 about the knowledge of God to indicate why the culture still believes certain things are wrong, but have no authoritative world or life view that substantiates why XYZ is wrong. An evolutionary origins view of humanity ought to justify a “survival of the fittest” view of ethics. The cultural problem is not amorality, but base-less morality, or a sense of right & wrong that has no foundation other than feelings or family-of-origin influence, or social influence. Keller calls young Americans’ morality “free-floating morality”, that is, strong moral convictions about right and wrong without any visible basis for why such things are right or wrong. Keller believes that people will maintain this inconsistency because they know there is a God, but repress what they know. Christian parents do have an authoritative world and life view in Scripture, but many do not see the connections between God and the parenting process, so their morality is free-floating from God’s moral activity in the world. ] 
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Most Christian parents do not see clear connections between God and their parenting. This study will help you see the Bible’s specific technicolor connections between God and your parenting process.

East Asian parental stereotypes tend more having high expectations for kids to succeed (become a doctor, engineer or lawyer) and make important decisions for kids to produce academic acheivement (Tiger Mom), but less positive praise. Western or European background parental stereotypes tend to use more interactive/negotiating styles, letting the child’s preferences influence the parenting process and praising their acheivements, based on psychological theories about self-esteem. All cultures seem to have problems with emotionally and physically absent fathers. All cultures seem to have problems with dictatorial domination (commanding a child’s obedience without permitting any discussion or questions, not explaining God’s reasons for obedience, not connecting obedience to the grace of the Gospel, using angry shouting and threatening 1 Pet 5:3). 

B. I hope you can shift away from the semi-auto pilot mode noted above to a full manual mode of knowing what you are doing and why. When parents are instructed to ‘bring up children in the discipline and instruction of the Lord’ (Eph 6:4), we need to know who the Lord is and all that the Lord reveals about what he does, so we can image him in the parenting process. I want you to see a snapshot of what the Triune God is doing in the world in relation to his covenant, so you can conscientiously seek to be like him in the parenting process. Christ centered parenting means knowing who Christ is, what he does, and how he changes us by his Gospel so we can image those things to children by example and point them to these imaging patterns. For every command we give to children, for all discipline we exact on their sin natures, for all uses of the rod to correct and warn, we ought to be able to link our instruction to the application of a biblical principle. Also I believe you will notice in the outline below (pp. 7-8), that the most time-consuming aspects of the parenting task is fulfilling the Great Cultural Mandate (Gen 1:26-28), and many of our commands to children are applications of this entrusted task, but this theme gets the least coverage in the Christian parenting books. We are going to move from 5 big picture themes to details of the parenting task under those themes, and conclude with examples of what to do in specific case studies. However, there are no formulas to guarantee a good parenting outcome, only tools to learn to use to grow into better shepherd-parents, while entrusting the change power to God in covenant relationship to your children by his Gospel (Phil 1:6; 2:12-13). 
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II. Progress of Redemption: First Adam 
1. Adam’s pre-fall, God-imaging meta-narrative: imitate God’s seventh day of communion-with-God rest, enjoying God and all the results of God’s and his own labors (after all his first day of existence was God’s Sabbath day of rest) followed by 6 days of stewardship work tending and keeping the garden.

2. Adam’s post-fall God-imaging meta-narrative: 
a. Eve, followed by Adam, disobeyed the Lord by listening to the Tempter. Sin brought death and all that causes groaning upon the created world (Gen 2:17; Rom 8:20-23), a curse on the 6 days of work (Gen 3:16-19), and enmity to the day of rejoicing in God while reflecting on the frustration of wasted effort in relationships and creation stewardship accumulated during the six days (Gen 3:7-13; Eccles 1:3; 1 Thess 4:13). 
b. The simple meta-narrative of God’s work-rest pattern then became more complex in relation to mankind. God still enjoys the a) fellowship of rest in the Trinity, but man cannot enter it. God remains a worker in the world he created through b) providential stewardship. But now enmity between God and man leads God to in/out covenant expressions of his attributes in two different types of work toward man: c) enmity/mercy/mission to those unreconciled, outside the covenant and d) recreating a reconciled, covenant people who share in his rest-work patterns. 

III. [GOD/CHRIST/SPIRIT IS WE ARE] Redemption’s Progress: Second AdamBelievers in 2nd Adam 
1. Christ’s perfect God-imaging meta-narrative: The primary meta-narrative of rest-work that the 2nd Adam, Jesus Christ, imitated by an exact display of the perfective/derivative attributes of God

[image: ]A. This topical cluster jewel attributes model coordinates multiple attributes of God into understandable themes. Each of the 8 pie segments (presence, moral valuing, sufficiency-ownership, knowledge, co-operation, accomplishment, integrity, time) forms a topical cluster of internal perfective and external derivative attributes shown to those in covenant with him (his blessed face) and derivative attributes shown to those outside covenant with him (turns his face away from evil). Center jewel facets are the perfective attributes of the Triune God alone. External facets are derivative attributes showing God in Christ’s face to his covenant people by the Spirit (facets he reveals to [as in the history of redemption by his prophets and apostles, and especially by the incarnation and the complete canon of the Word, now proclaimed by his servants], upon [as in declaring these attributes upon them in justification], in [as in imparting these attributes to them in sanctification] or by his people [as in revealing these attributes by their lifestyles)[footnoteRef:2] or God in Christ turning his face away from those outside the covenant in the enmity of the Spirit (facets he reveals to, upon, in or by his enemies or unholy things, or upon cursed things [including the created world and the human body after the fall], or upon a sin-bearing representative). None of the red enmity attributes are displayed in the internal fellowship of the Trinity. They are displayed in some measure against the humanity of Jesus Christ as sin-bearing representative on the cursed cross, though not to the extent of eternal damnation. Each derivative attribute is related to the inner perfective attribute within its pie section. In using the jewel metaphor for the church or the believer’s likeness to Christ, only an external set of facets are used (see diagram at right) to illustrate that we do not change into the image of God’s perfective attributes.  Illustration below will show this external jewel in believer’s hearts.  [2:  See Westminster Confession 2:2 for this language, where the authors used these prepositions: the Triune God “manifesting His own glory in, by, unto/for, and upon [his creatures].” ] 
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B. So how do you connect these perfective attributes of God with the character qualities you want to see developed in your children? Below is a linking list showing my organization of perfective attributes and the likely derivative attributes Christ’s humanity perfectly displayed, derivative attributes that redeemed humanity has been forgiven for failure to display through Christ’s death on the cross, imputed/credited image through faith that God raised Christ from the dead, proving his perfection (Rom 4:5, 24-25; 10:9-10) and the image that we are now being changed into by the Word and the power of the Spirit, with the support of the living examples in the family and church. Using these eight topical categories, you can explain to your child links between the perfective attributes of God and his derivative attributes that we are called to image. All the persons of the Godhead, Father, Son and Spirit share the perfective and derivative attributes, but the human Second Adam, Jesus Christ, perfectly displayed the derivative attributes by the power of the Holy Spirit as an example of what salvation would accomplish in his elect. 
Lordship ATTRIBUTES OF GOD[footnoteRef:3] related to  [3:  I am indebted to Wayne Grudem’s Systematic Theology chapters 11-13 for the biblical references to various attributes in this section and ideas on some of the definitions, though the structure and arrangement above is my own. The central theme of Lordship is developed by John Frame, ibid. chapter 2, pp. 21-35. ] 

a) fellowship, reconciliation, stewardship and 
b) enmity toward his enemies or unholy things, or upon cursed things [including the created world and the human body after the fall], or upon a sin-bearing representative [OT scapegoat, sacrifices as types of Jesus Christ as sin-bearer under his suffering by arrest, trial, scourging, crucifixion and death]. God reveals his enmity attributes to, upon, in and by his enemies
 (Below the underlined word indicates a perfective attribute of God that we do not share & the A) and B) lists are derivative attributes that we are to image in the world. We are to become like Christ in his attributes towards his people, the creation and the unholy. 
1. I AM Lord of presence: omnipresent Spirit, (Ps 139:7-10; 1 Kings 8:27; John 4:21-24; Col 1:17; Heb 1:3)
  a) With you: worship the invisible Lord without graven images (Exod 20:4-6; 1 Tim 1:17; 6:16), truly revealed in the incarnation (John 1:14, 18; 14:9; Heb 1:3), communication & travel not bound by space, spiritual presence of earthly believers in heaven (Eph 2:6; Heb 12:22-24) & with Christians on earth (1 Cor 5:3-4) & indwell (in you), inhabit (with you)
  b) Without you: worship false images of created things (Rom 1:25; Isa 44:9-20), give up to separation (2 Thess 1:9)



2. I AM Lord of moral valuing: Holy, Holy, Holy (Isa 6:3) or the Righteous One (Ps 100:5; Isa 24:16; 53:11; Acts 3:14; 22:14; Luke 18:19; 1 Pet 1:16)
  a) Love: (for all that is holy, good & righteous Gen 1:31; Isa 48:11; Rom 12:2; 8:28-30; Matt 7:11; Heb 12:10; John 3:35; 14:31) praising, honoring, joy, delight, love, goodness, glorify
  b) Hatred: (for all that is unholy and evil Exod 32:9-10; Deut 9:7-8; John 3:36; Rom 1:18; 1 Thess 1:10; Heb 1:9; Rev 2:6) repentance, grief, anger, wrath, give up to unholiness 

3. I AM Lord of sufficiency-ownership: self-existent “God does not need us or the rest of creation for anything.” He owns everything and gives all men life and breath and everything (Acts 17:24-25; Job 41:11; Ps 50:10-12; Rev 4:11; Exod 3:14), yet is jealous to keep what is his (Exod 34:14)
  a) Individual existence to “think, act and speak,” sharing & keeping: giving, possessing, kind contentment, jealousy, maintaining, prospering 
  b) Taking & depriving: needy, groaning world given to enemy’s destruction, mercy (Rom 1:28-32; 8:20-22) 

4. I AM Lord of knowledge: omniscient (Job 37:16; Ps 139:1-6, 16; Isa 46:9-10; 55:9; Matt 6:8; 10:30; Rom 11:33; Heb 4:13; 1 John 3:20; 1 Cor 2:10-11),   
  a) Knowing you: mystery/invisibility of his total essence (Ps 145:3; John 1:18; 1 Tim 1:17; 6:16; 1 John 4:12), revealing, listening, testifying, wisdom, expose error and reject it (apologetics)  
  b) Leave in ignorance, false religion, authority to deceive 

5. I AM Lord of co-operation: Decree-submit to fulfill all his purposes/will to glorify his own name, both in election to salvation and passing by men in their sins (Ps 115:3; Prov 21:1; Dan 4:35; Rom 9:14-23; Matt 6:10; 1 Cor 11:3; 15:24-8; Eph 1:11-12; John 8:28; 17:1, 5; Rom 15:33)
  a) Election to salvation (Rom 9:23; 5:1; 2:4; 2 Pet 3:9): unity, co-working, send-in-mission, peace, patience, gentleness, kindness, mercy, grace, forgiveness, humility, submit to the will of the Lord (Eph 5:17)
  b) Giving up to lusts and final damnation (Rom 9:22): common grace love, giving men up to their rebellion against God’s authority, to satisfy lusts, to commit mutual injuries, to incite wars, Satan’s final authority to unify evil-doers in rebellion (Rev 20:8)

6. I AM Lord of accomplishment: omnipotent rules over man and the universe (Ps 24:8; Jer 32:17; Matt 19:26; Luke 1:37; Eph 3:20), 
  a) Fruitful: power, sovereignty, desire freedom to obey God’s will without opposition or persecution (1 Tim 2:2) 
  b) Frustration: fruitlessness, authority to persecute, kill, final justice & judgment

7. I AM Lord of integrity: unchangeable “in his being, perfections, purposes and promises” (Deut 32:4; Num 23:19; 1 Sam 15:29; 2 Sam 7:28; Ps 33:11; 102:27; 141:6; Isa 46:11; Mal 3:6; John 17:17; Eph 1:4, 11; Tit 1:2; Heb 1:11-12; 6:18; 13:8; Jas 1:17; 1 Pet 4:19),     
  a) Faithful to save: honest, truthful (9th command; Eph 4:25), faithful, persevering, self-controlled, promise-keeping, discipline   
  b) Faithful to judge: give up to hypocrisy, double mind    

8. I AM Lord of time: everlasting (Gen 1:1; Ps 90:2, 4; Isa 46:9-10; John 8:58; Exod 3:14; 2 Pet 3:8), determined our times (Acts 17:26; Rev 22:5) acts in time (Gal 4:4-5; Acts 17:30-31)
  a) Remember the past according to God’s interpretation, wise use of time, long life, eternal life 
  b) Invent own interpretation of the past, waste time, short life, eternal death (Matt 25:41)

9. Discussion: Take a few minutes with a partner and role play a discussion with your child responding to lying (or some other character sin) with an explanation of who God/Christ/Spirit is (using the 8 topical categories, perfective and derivative attributes) and how we need to be like him. 

10. ANOTHER EXAMPLE: Explain to your child WHO THE LORD IS and why he deserves our obedience
The Lord is the one and only true God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is the Creator of this world and everything in it (including you) and he keeps this world alive. He shows his eternal power and divine nature through what he has made. He is self-existent, meaning he doesn’t need this world or anything in this world to keep him alive or give him anything, since he doesn’t need anything from us. He gave us all we have. He controls all the things in the world, such as where people live, when they are born, and when they die. He always was and will be forever and forever. The Bible calls him the “I AM” or in Hebrew, “Yahweh” He is right to command anything he wants from us as the people he made. ESV Matthew 28:18 And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age." ESV Acts 17:24 The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by man, 25 nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything. 26 And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place,  ESV Romans 1:20 For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse.

B. [GOD/CHRIST/SPIRIT DOES WE DO] 
1. Christ’s humanity perfectly shows the derivative attributes of God while perfectly fulfilling the 5 mandates 

a) worship: seventh day communion-with-God rest, worshiping, praising and enjoying God and all the results of God’s labors though him (Luke 10:21; John 3:34-35)
b) stewardship: six days of stewardship work tending and keeping the created world of plants, wind and waves, fish and bread and beasts of the field (donkeys) (Matt 17:27; Mark 6:38-41; 11:2, 21; Luke 8:24) 
c) discipleship: making disciples who obey all that he commanded by reconciling his elect to God through his cross and resurrection-exaltation as Lord, and in his name giving the Spirit to God’s elect (2 Cor 5:18-21; 1 Tim 3:16; John 14:26; 15:26). 
d) soldiership: enmity against unrepentant sinners and the blind religions & fallen cultures they create (mankind in Adam Matt 15:13-14; Rom 1:18-3:20; and fallen angels Matt 25:41) mercy/mission (general call to all, but effective to elect) and experiencing the enmity of God at the cross for elect sinners through his propitiating death (2 Cor 5:21; Rom 3:25-26; 5:9)
e) pilgrimship: earthly pilgrimage to heavenly glory, humbly enduring suffering and shame to reach the glory of the New Jerusalem, then as a better Moses, leading the elect pilgrims on the true exodus, and better shepherd than David, guarding and preserving the chosen sheep until they reach the heavenly rest (Psalms of Ascent 120-134; Luke 9:31 Greek: exodon, trans. departure; Heb 3:1-6; 11:13-16; 12:1-3; 13:14, 20-21; Phil 2:5-11; John 10; 1 Pet 2:25); building and reforming earthly shadows based on biblically revealed heavenly realities (Eph 5:23-33; Col 1:13, 22; John 5:19-20; 15:15; Heb 8:5). 

2. [image: diamond cuts illustration]Renewed man-in-Christ, by the gift of saving faith, imaging Christ’s rest & work: God’s rest-work pattern that recreated-in-Christ people image by the Holy Spirit now expands to displaying the derivative attributes of God in rest+four kinds of work: 
a1) worship: spiritually enter into the joyful worship-rest of the Trinity in the great assembly mandate (Heb 4:3a; 2 Cor 3:18; Heb 12:22-24; Col 3:1-4; Eph 1:3; 2:6-7; Matt 22:37): the living are raised with Christ to worship in the heavenly Jerusalem with all the departed spirits of just men made perfect, the angels, enjoying and being filled up with the love of God in Christ (Eph 3:16-20)
b1) stewardship over creation, subduing the earth, having children, repenting of enmity against & worship of creation, enjoying creation as reflections of God and enduring the creation curse in the great cultural mandate (Gen 1:26-28; Acts 20:32-35). This is the most significant aspect of family life: marriage, bearing children, raising them to be competent stewards of their bodies and the physical world and its resources (especially by going to school to learn language, history, science, math, social studies), enjoying the physical aspects of our created existence and family life (meeting physical desires of spouse 1 Cor 7:3-5, 33; enjoying created things together 1 Tim 4:3-5; playing together).  
c1) using gifts in discipleship until we are recreated righteous, mission, mercy (to unrighteous and especially righteous) by the great commission mandate (Matt 28:19-20) .  We use God-given gifts to proclaim Christ and his new covenant (Col 1:28 in context of Colossians), with the goal of seeing the Spirit work saving faith (see Westminster Confession ch. 14: “the principal acts of saving faith are accepting, receiving, and resting upon Christ alone for justification, sanctification, and eternal life, by virtue of the covenant of grace”) unto the making of disciples: justifying faith, sanctifying faith, which includes the obligation to ethical instruction and discipline as defined by the Westminster Larger Catechism Q&A 99 on principles for applying the Ten Commandments and exemplified in the WLC exposition of each commandment.
d1) soldiership  enmity (to unholy world, unholy in church discipline & crucifying my old sin nature) in the great warfare mandate (John 15:19; Eph 6:10-20; 2 Cor 10:4-5; 1 Cor 5; Rom 8:11-13; 1 John 3:13; Rev 2:6; 2 Tim 2:3; Eph 4:22-24; 6:10-18; 1 Cor 5; Heb 1:9; Eph 4:30). In this mandate we image the way God deals with sin in the world “condemned sin in the flesh,” through the cross of Christ (Rom 8:3; 2 Cor 5:21), so God disciplines those he loves and lets them experience his fatherly grief (Heb 12:6-14; Eph 4:30), so we must die to the old sinful nature (individually in self-discipline and use our gifts and offices/roles as church leader, spouse, parents (by the power of the rod), sibling, friend  to do one-on-one discipline, and corporately in church discipline (by the power of the keys of the kingdom), Matt 16:19; 18:15-20; Rev 2:6; Heb 1:9; Gal 6:14; 1 John 2:15-17). Governments should praise and reward those who lead this kind of life (1 Tim 2:2; Rom 13:3-4; 1 Pet 2:14)
e1) pilgrimship  as we follow Christ the Shepherd as our guiding, cross-bearing Prophet, leading us out of this evil age through suffering as pilgrims and strangers to the heavenly city (Psalms of Ascent 120-134; Luke 9:23; Phil 3:20-21; Heb 11:13-16; 12:1-2, 13, 28; 13:13-14) in the great emigration mandate  (exodus from this evil age (Gal 1:4; Matt 6:13), into  pilgrimage, homeland-seeking  trans: “paroikos” stranger/sojourner “parepidimos” foreigner, pilgrim, exile: has both words! Gen 23:4; Ps 38:13; 1 Pet 2:11;  exile only 1 Pet 1:1; also “zenos” strangers and exiles seeking/desiring a better, God-designed/built, unshakable heavenly city/country/kingdom Heb 11:10, 13-16; already citizens of the heavenly kingdom Phil 3:20-21); building and reforming earthly shadows based on biblically revealed heavenly realities (Eph 5:23-33; Col 1:13, 22; John 5:19-20; 15:15; Heb 8:5). (Heb 11:10-16, 24-26; 12:22-24, 28; 13:12-14; Phil 3:20-21) : we persevere as pilgrims in this fallen world that is not our final destination, seeking the heavenly city. Live like citizens of God’s heavenly kingdom, seeking the better city and indestructible kingdom that he is preparing, giving up all sinful earthly pleasures to follow Christ, and reforming the earthly shadows to be like the heavenly realities (Eph 5:23-6:9; Heb 8:5)

3. Renewed man-in-Christ waiting for the consummation: the hope of eternal union//the judgment of eternal enmity
a2) physically enter into the eternal joyful fellowship-rest of the Trinity in the great assembly mandate (Heb 4:3a; 12:22-24), 
b2) stewardship over the New Creation, subduing the earth without the curse, enjoying and sharing the fruits of creation and the cultural glories of the nations as reflections of God in the great cultural mandate (Gen 1:26-28; Isa 60; 65:23; Rev 2:7; 21:24-26; 22:2), 
c2) using gifts to witness and sing new songs about our unique experiences and visions of God’s glory in the great commission mandate (Ps 40; 96; 98; Matt 28:19-20; Rev 2:17; 5:9; 14:3) and 
d2) celebrate our finalized enmity against all unholiness, the final putting off of my old sin nature, in Christ’s final warfare-judgment (Rev 18:20; 19:1-4, 11-21; 20:7-15)
e2) finally reaching physical citizenship the New Jerusalem where Christ the Shepherd/guiding Prophet has led (John 14:2-6; Heb 11:10; 12:28; Phil 3:20-21) in the great emigration mandate.

4. Discussion: 
a) Take a few minutes with a partner and role play a discussion with your child responding to his/her refusal to do his/her homework (or some other character sin) with an explanation of what God/Christ/Spirit do (using one or several of the above 5CIM’s) and how we need to be like him. 

b) ANOTHER EXAMPLE: Explain to your child WHAT GOD EXPECTS from us (example behaviors to correct): WHAT THE LORD WANTS FROM YOU: 
i. Obey the 5th Commandment!  
Your first job since you were little: ESV Ephesians 6:1 ¶ Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 "Honor your father and mother" (this is the first commandment with a promise), 3 "that it may go well with you and that you may live long in the land."

Learning to obey parents since you were young: We are the boss because God made us the boss to represent his good news and his rules. You need to learn to respond with respect and submission when corrected by us.
Learning to obey others as you grow older (school teachers, school workers, principal; church leaders and pastors), and respond with respect and submission when corrected by teachers. 

WHY OBEY PARENTS? “for this is right” Ephesians 6:1; so “that it may go well with you and that you may live long in the land.” (Ephesians 6:3). This leads to “having a good name" (Proverbs 22:1) so that you can be trusted by others and learn to be responsible to do what you are asked to do. You recent actions, especially lying and ignoring instructions means we cannot trust you. 

ii. Obey the 1st great commandment: “Love the Lord your God” (Matthew 22:37). We do this by obeying God and keeping his commandments from a changed heart.  ESV Ezekiel 36:26 And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 27 And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules. 28 You shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers, and you shall be my people, and I will be your God. 29 And I will deliver you from all your uncleannesses. And I will summon the grain and make it abundant and lay no famine upon you. 30 I will make the fruit of the tree and the increase of the field abundant, that you may never again suffer the disgrace of famine among the nations. 31 Then you will remember your evil ways, and your deeds that were not good, and you will loathe yourselves for your iniquities and your abominations.

iii. Obey the 2nd great commandment: “Love your neighbor as yourself” (Matthew 22:39). The way we do this is by learning to serve and help other people. God is first like a servant to us. He made mankind in his image to serve one another and take care of the world he created. ESV Galatians 5:13 ¶ For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. 

1) Stewardship: Great Cultural Mandate is a way to show your live to others: ESV Genesis 1:26 ¶ Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth." 27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. 28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth."
2) YOUR JOB: Attending school is a way to prepare to serve people and take care of God’s world. We learn about the world (science, geography, culture, history, math, languages) and our own bodies (health, P.E. eating healthy foods, trying new foods, showing, dressing, brushing your teeth) so we can use these, like tools, to speak, read and write the language of the people we serve, know the history and the culture of that people, use math to do business and cooperate with people, to take care of this world and create new things in it.  
3) Serve people, not because they are watching you to give you something you want, but because you are obeying Christ and he will reward you. ESV Colossians 3:22 Slaves, obey in everything those who are your earthly masters, not by way of eye-service, as people-pleasers, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord. 23 Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ. 25 For the wrongdoer will be paid back for the wrong he has done, and there is no partiality. (the Lord sees everything you do!)

IV. SIN [We are not/We do not] and the CHANGE PROCESS
A. The meta-narrative of God displayed by Christ (a-e) is now imaged in his people by the Spirit working through the Word (a1-e1) hoping in the future consummation  (a2-e2) (see details above) provides us a theological framework that can be used as a definition for biblical parenting: Using the means of grace in the power of the Spirit-applied-Gospel, aiming for growth in saving faith, (WCF 14), which includes justifying faith, sanctifying-that-perseveres-unto-glorification-faith (repentance, love & hope), compare self and child (a1-e1) + (a2-e2) with the exalted Christ in his derivative attributes, displayed perfectly in his fulfillment of the five mandates (a-e), seeking change (=all aspects of saving faith) in self and child where unlike him and receiving God-glorifying assurance with encouragement to persevere where like him.

B. Note that this definition of comparative change can include discovery of heart idols and behavioral sins, but will not mean only those types of comparisons. It includes justifying faith, namely, that our failures are forgiven through Christ’ death in our place on the cross, and receiving and resting on the imputed righteousness of Christ credited to us through faith that God raised him from the dead (Rom 4:24-25; 10:9-10). It also includes sanctifying faith, which is positive growth into the image of Christ’s perfected humanity attributes, as in the fruits of the Spirit (Gal 5:22-23) and maturity of the five mandates (‘let your love abound more and more’ Phil 1:9), learning to love worship and enjoy OT Sabbath upgraded to Lord’s Day rest, learning language, science, medicine, nutrition, health, history and laws, learning socio-cultural functionality, learning biblical wisdom and guidance in decision-making for marriage, parenting, finances and career, learning better stewardship of the world’s resources and our human bodies, understanding fallen cultures and non-Christians either within our families or  total strangers, and learning how to engage them with nuanced enmity, with merciful compassion for the weak and poor and with constructive Gospel mission. It also includes encouragement to persevere in obtaining the heavenly kingdom-citizenship (an aspect of sanctifying faith, called hope). Those with greater likeness to Christ should have greater assurance, and do not tend to seek or need as much biblical counsel, but rather are more competent to give counsel to others (1 John; 2 Peter 1:1-11; Gal 6:1; Rom 15:14; 2 Tim 3:17). All our parental discipline and instruction should conscientiously interact with these themes.   

C. These five mandates are intended to represent a fairly comprehensive definition of what the Christian life is all about. More could be added (I tend to constantly rework my model as I read more Scripture and more good theological books), or one subsumed under the other four. I have chosen these five after careful analysis of biblical themes. They are broad enough to describe most elements of the Christian life, yet common enough to be recognized as similar to most church, seminary or Christian college vision/purpose statements, logo phrases and major goals.  

D. Discussion: 
Compare your child in some area with Christ and explain that when we are not like Christ in his derivative attribute or participate in the 5CIM’s by faith through his grace, we are sinning and need to repent.

E. ANOTHER EXAMPLE: CHILD’S SIN EXPLAINED  (example behaviors to correct)
1. You were born with selfish, sinful desires within you, demanding what you want, instead of loving God and serving people. When you can’t have what you want, you get angry and fight and treat others rudely and hatefully. You do this when you refuse to cooperate in doing school work or refuse to help around the house, when you love computer games more than God or people, when you lie to get what you want, when you spend money on your way home from school you are not allowed to spend, when you are told “No” but you do it anyway, when you are told to do something and you say “No” or just ignore what we say and don’t do it (starting to do homework on computer, but then shifting to your favorite game or a Minecraft video when we are not looking; told “no bath, only shower”, but you fill up tub anyway).  You show your sinful nature when, instead of doing what you were told or honestly answering questions, you make faces, noises, stamping, slamming doors, snorting, pouting, crying, lying, saying you can’t remember. Our sins deserve God’s punishment, which is eternal death in hell. ESV James 4:1 ¶ What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that your passions are at war within you? 2 You desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do not have, because you do not ask. 3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions [selfish desires]. ESV Exodus 20:17 ¶ "You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor's." (or covet candy, food, teas or other drinks) ESV Romans 1:25 because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen. (You love created things more than God, which is a deadly poison inside you that will destroy your life if you do not seek God’s power to change)

V. Reflecting the Covenant Image of God in Family Life

A. Fellowship with other covenant believers (church members, marriage, parents & children, siblings, friends) should image God's activity with his covenant people:
 
B. Because in Christ, God already “condemned sin in the flesh” (Rom 8:3), there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. All who are partakers of this covenant of grace are reconciled to God’s blessed face (2 Cor 5:18-21), and entitled to the signs and seals of this covenant (baptism & the Lord’s Supper). 

C. He turns his face to bless, keep, shine, be gracious and give peace to those in covenant with him through Christ by the Spirit (Numbers 6:24-26). All his perfective attributes (his glory, his blessedness: self-existent, everlasting, omnipresent, omnipotent, omniscient, unchanging, decreed will, holiness) are turned to relational blessing: merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin (Exod 34:6-7; Rom 9:23; Ps 4:6; Ps 67; 121). When God turns his face to “keep” his people, ‘he keeps/delivers them from all evil’ (Ps 121:7; Matt 6:13), thus exercises his loving discipline toward his people that they might more share in his holiness (Heb 12:5-14; Eph 5:25-27).  
 
D. He sends ministers of the new covenant to lead them (elders & deacons, parents, other believers, by example, by teaching and correction 1 Tim 3; Eph 6:4; 2 Tim 3:16-17) in imaging Christ's ministry in the new covenant. These are some of the ways he blesses us, causes his face to shine on us and gives us peace, also what I call the Five Christ-imaging Mandates (5CIM’s). Each of the mandates have delights/joys combined with trials and difficulties. Children of Christian parents are assumed to be heirs of the covenant promises and thus entitled to covenant baptism (infant baptism) until evidence to the contrary in adulthood, when church discipline would be used to excommunicate them. Thus, in imaging God’s covenant face to his people, church leaders and Christian parents turns their face to others within the covenant to bless, keep, shine, be gracious and give peace. We turn all our human abilities and resources and Christ-like attributes to bless, keep, shine, be gracious and give peace.  

E. God’s face turns to bless, keep, be gracious and give peace through the Gospel. Thus we believe that whatever God commands us to do, our Triune God fulfills for us (the work of Christ), forgives our sins through his propitiating death on the cross, credits to us (justification: Jesus’ representative righteousness declared as our righteousness), imparts in us (regeneration & sanctification: Jesus send the Holy Spirit to change us into his image), preserves from the Devil’s destruction, and completes into perfection when Christ returns (Phil 1:6; 2:12-13; Rom 4:5, 24-25; 10:9-10; 8:9-13, 28-34; Eph 5:25-27). All these gracious operations of God’s salvation come to us through the saving faith he imparts to us in regeneration (Eph 2:4-9), and continues to apply in our justification, sanctification and glorification. As parents we reject simplistic “God commands—child must obey” or “try hard to follow Jesus’ example” models of Bible/gospel application. Grace and mercy are revealed as the dynamic life of Christ dwells in us in the person of the Holy Spirit (Gal 2:20; 3:2, 5). The heavenly life of Christ is realized in our present experience: We participate in Christ’s communion with the Father and Holy Spirit! (Heb 12:22-24) Whenever we apply the Bible’s commands to parenting, we will seek to connect them with the grace of the Gospel (2 Tim 2:1; Acts 20:24): Whatever God commands us or our children to do, our Triune God enables us to do by graciously imparting faith, repentance, hope and love to us.
F. Discussion: GOSPEL GRACE EXPLAINED TO CHILD   (example behaviors to correct)
1. Thankfully God is already changing you, but you need more help. 
2. SAVING FAITH: Jesus came to this world to obey all the commands of his heavenly Father and to honor his earthly parents as a good son should.
3. SAVING FAITH: Jesus died on the cross to take the punishment of death that our sins deserve.
4. SAVING FAITH: Jesus rose again from the dead to prove he was a perfectly obedient son.
5. SAVING FAITH: Jesus ascended into heaven to sit at God’s right hand, where he prays for us and sends his Holy Spirit to change sinner’s hearts and to live in those who believe in him.
6. SAVING FAITH: The Holy Spirit living in us will change our character to have his fruits (like a jewel in our hearts), to be like Jesus Christ when we do anything: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, gentleness, goodness, faithfulness and self-control (Galatians 5:22-23)
7. SAVING FAITH: The Holy Spirit living in us will change what we do with our lives and our time to do the things Jesus Christ did while on the earth and still does (5 CIM’s). 
a) He changes us to love God himself more than anything else, to desire what God desires, to love what God loves, to have joy in what gives God joy as we experience our raised-with-Christ worship in the heavenly Jerusalem temple of God (WORSHIP: THE GREAT ASSEMBLY MANDATE: Hebrews 12:22-24; Ephesians 2:4-7; Colossians 3:1-4)
b) He changes us to hate and be sad about what makes God sad, the selfish sinfulness that still remains in our hearts, and try to stop the wrong things we can change around us, like maybe telling a classmate to stop saying hurtful things or doing wrong things (SOLDIERSHIP: THE GREAT WARFARE MANDATE Ephesians 4:30; Revelation 2:6). 
c) He changes us to be responsible caretakers of this created world and our physical bodies, first by showing you the example of your parents, who care for you and for the world by their work, and teaching you how to care for your body and your home and property, by you going to school with a good attitude and gladly learning about his world (responsibly doing homework) and helping with physical things around the home and taking care of your body: shower, brush teeth, wear appropriate clothing for the weather, wearing shoes outside, eating healthy foods, trying new foods with a good attitude (STEWARDSHIP: THE GREAT CULTURAL MANDATE: Genesis 1:26-28). Having fun with family, friends, playing games and enjoying created things is ok, but must be controlled to do all the mandates and use our short time on this earth wisely.
d) He changes us by the help of other mature Christians at church with different gifts and abilities (pastor, Sunday school teachers, worship leaders, elders and deacons, church secretary) so we can learn to help people in the church become more like Jesus using the gifts and abilities God gives to us (DISCIPLESHIP: THE GREAT COMISSION MANDATE)
e) He changes us by promising us a better place than this world (a new city, a new heaven and a new earth) because we know this world has problems (sadness from sin & death, frustration with wasted effort and useless plans: Genesis 3:16-19; Ecclesiastes) and leading us to travel there by faith and hope (PILGRIMSHIP: THE GREAT EMIGRATION MANDATE Heb 11:10-16; 13:14). As you get older, the Lord will also teach you to try to change earthly things and relationships to look more like what they will be in heaven someday (Ephesians 5:23-6:9)   
8. As Christians, we do not own our time or our energy to do whatever we want to do. We are owned by God, we are his servants, who use our time and energy to do things he wants us to do, things that bring him glory and honor. We need to keep learning what pleases God so we use our time to please him (Eph 5:16-17). 
9. We all, and you especially, need to learn self-control (wise use of tongue to be thankful and encouraging and honest and submissive,  money control spending and submit to parents rules about spending,  computer and game use gladly limiting according to rules we make, wise use of your time to help people especially in our family: household jobs like garbage, set-up/clean up after meals, help make food, sweep/vacuum, keep bathroom dry, learning to take the time to write neatly so others can read your writing)
10. You need to pray and ask God to teach you these things (every night at bedtime and other times) ESV 1 Corinthians 6:19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, 20 for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body. ESV Ezekiel 36:26 And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 27 And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules. 28 You shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers, and you shall be my people, and I will be your God. 29 And I will deliver you from all your uncleannesses. And I will summon the grain and make it abundant and lay no famine upon you. 30 I will make the fruit of the tree and the increase of the field abundant, that you may never again suffer the disgrace of famine among the nations. 31 Then you will remember your evil ways, and your deeds that were not good, and you will loathe yourselves for your iniquities and your abominations. ESV Ephesians 5:1 ¶ Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 2 And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. ESV Ephesians 4:30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. ESV Proverbs 12:22 Lying lips are an abomination to the LORD, but those who act faithfully are his delight. ESV Revelation 2:6 Yet this you have: you hate the works of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.
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VI. Reflecting the out-of-covenant image of God in Earthly Life

A. Because we do not know the secret decree of God’s election, we also are sent into all the world to call those outside the covenant of grace to repentance from sin (Acts 17:30-31), to the obedience of faith (Rom 1:5; 16:26) and participation in the five Great Mandates.  

1. Great Cultural Mandate: stewardship (Gen 1:28; Acts 20:32-35)
God is kind to his enemies and gives them daily bread (Matt 5:44-45), as we should be merciful with physical resources to all men (Gal 6:9; Jas 1:27), especially Christian spouse to non-Christian spouse and Christian parents to non-Christian children (1 Tim 5:3, 8). 

2. Great Warfare Mandate: soldiership (2 Cor 10:4-5; 2 Tim 2:3; Eph 6:10-18; Heb 1:9). 
In this mandate we image the way God deals with sin in the world “He condemned sin in the flesh,” (Rom 8:3; Rev 2:6; Heb 1:9; Gal 6:14; 1 John 2:15-17), so we wage spiritual, apologetic “warfare” against the worldly philosophies, false religions and against the devil (2 Cor 10:4-5; Col 2:4, 8, 16-23; Eph 6:10-18). 
Note: the church is given the power of the keys of the kingdom as a spiritual warfare accomplished by using the Bible in missions, evangelism and apologetics, as well as church discipline 2 Cor 10:4-5; 1 Cor 5; the government is given the power of the sword to physically punish Rom 13:1-7; and parents are given the power of the rod to physically discipline Prov 13;24; 22:15; 23:13-14)

B. Yet to those known by God as vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, God turns his face away. All his perfective attributes (his glory, his blessedness, his neutral description attributes: self-existent, everlasting, omnipresent, omnipotent, omniscient, unchanging, decreed will, holiness) are turned to relational separation and curse, giving men up to their lusts (Ps 34:16 cited in 1 Pet 3:12; Gal 5:4; 1:8-9; Rom 1:18-32; 9:22): “who will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children and the children's children, to the third and the fourth generation” (Exod 34:7; so his patience, anger, wrath, justice are expressions of God turning all his perfective attributes against unrepentant mankind Rom 9:22). There do appear to be some “giving up” patterns that we image as God’s turning his face away from evil and the unrepentant: church discipline by the elders to excommunicate any professing believer who refuses to repent of any demonstrable sin (1 Cor 5; 1 Tim 1:20; Gal 4:30), fleeing from evil (2 Tim 2:22), not participating with sinful practices (1 Cor 10:14, 20; Eph 5:3-7, 11), exposing sinful practices (Eph 5:11). In the parenting process, there may be some situations where an adult child becomes like the Proverbs scoffer: proud, unteachable, evil, divisive, manipulative and abusive, and the only option would be to sever all financial and relational ties with that adult child (Prov 22:10), or even report any unlawful activities to the police.  In marriage, persisting in breaking the covenant bond by adultery or desertion by an unbelieving spouse should lead to divorce, another way of imaging how God’s turns his face from evil and separates from evildoers and gives them up to their lusts (Matt 19:9; 1 Cor 7:15). Governments that fulfill their God-given duty will reflect God’s justice, turning their face against evil, using all their resources to resist evil and punish it by the power of the sword (Rom 13:1-7; 1 Pet 2:13-14). Christians may serve in government office/roles and in this way also image ways that God turns his face against evil. 


Below is a more complex development of [WE DO] tasks of the 5CIM’s correlated with the instructing and disciplining work of parenting at various ages. 


ESV Ephesians 6:1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 "Honor your father and mother" (this is the first commandment with a promise), 3 "that it may go well with you and that you may live long in the land." 4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.  ESV Genesis 2:3 So God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it God rested from all his work that he had done in creation. (God’s work and rest is the pattern for our lives and our parental guidance). Ephesians 3:17, 19 [Pray] that Christ may dwell in [their] hearts through faith, . . . being rooted and grounded in  . . . the love of Christ. 
Best book on parenting: Instructing a Child’s Heart by Tedd & Marjorie Tripp. Also for parental attitude to sinful child, study Philippians & Paul’s attitudes. Best resource for “instruction of the Lord”: Westminster Confession & Catechisms  http://www.reformed.org  Especially note the section on the 5th Commandment in the Westminster Larger Catechism Q’s 123-130
Newborn to age 5 are extremely formative years: best if one parent is primary care-giver until age 5 or 6, and primary care-giver is not away from child more than 20 hours/week. All the basic themes of ‘bringing up a child in the discipline and instruction of the Lord’ should be formed in these years. INSTRUCT and DISCIPLINE to imitate Christ in his WORK and REST. Analysis below is for parenting from newborn to age 18. 
	INSTRUCTION (pray: know the Lord)  patient
                model and teacher, enjoy & cheer
                growth into Christ’s (& your) likeness 
                Build up and give grace in your words
             (Eph 4:29). Select appropriate schooling!
	DISCIPLINE (correct & prevent sin in the Lord)
           Spank for disobedience about 18 months-age 8*   
           Appropriate to problem, not just punishment
           Less discipline is required as child becomes 
              more independent and evidences maturity



*Spanking method: You represent the authority of God & his Word, as connected to 5CIM’s! Spanking is like the law to point child to his need of Gospel & Spirit. A) child clearly understands biblical principle, but resists, refuses, or ignores. “Are you going to obey?” B) Go to private place with flexible ruler or belt, tell child exactly what was done wrong and how many spanks will be given. C) Spank with pants down on rear muscle tissue (max 3 times, not full strength!). D) Hug and reassure of your love until quiet. E) Require verbal reconciliation for sin to God and man (Would you forgive me for _________?) F) Goals are to lead child to repentance, reinstruct in value of obeying God, and improve memory and response time. Cautions: If red marks exist beyond 12 hours, you’re hitting too hard or your ruler is too hard. If child is hungry or tired, your physical discipline should be more restrained. 

 (
Increasing complexity and mastery with age
)I. WORK
A. Great Cultural Mandate: Stewardship of Body & Creation (Gen 1:26-28; Ps 8)in a fallen world (Gen 3:16-19; Rom 8:20-23). Christian books: home schooling, marketplace ministry
Physical co-ordination 
	crawling, walking, running, biking, singing
writing, climbing, sliding, swimming
Intro to sports, music, art -->self-select/enjoyed
Teach other parental interests, play with them
Age 8 and up: Learn travel, local transportation
Age 15 and up: Learn distance travel, driving
	Protect from / warn of danger, discipline hitting
develop child’s interests & gifts
be flexible, patient , assist to increasing mastery
teach perseverance in hard things, 
Provoke by over-protection or ridicule



Socio-cultural functionality: language, culture & communication (1 Cor 9:17-21)
	Mimic child’s soundschild learns to mimic parent sounds
Repetition, identify objects and people, concepts
Christian vocabulary (Lord’s Prayer, Apostles Creed, verses)
Teach truthful, polite and kind speech (3rd 5th-10th Commands
Age 6 and up: Learn new skills & vocabulary in school subjects
Christian vocabulary (Westminster Shorter Catechism)
Learn cultural mandate in relation to academics
Age 12 and up: Learn effective writing & speaking skills 
Learn communication technologies, cultural politeness
Learn employment skills, work experience, find resources
	Correct language mistakes
Correct rudeness, lack of concern for created world (littering, wastefulness)


Early Resources: Leap Frog (alphabet and word toys and videos), Veggie Tales (Christian) 
 (
Increasing complexity and mastery with age
)          Self-maintenance, health & hygiene (1 Tim 4:8; 1 Cor 6:18-20; 1 Tim 5:23; Jas 5:14-16)
	Learn to eat, feed self, table manners, swallow medicine/pills
Eat healthy foods, vitamins (try one bite of all new things)
Regular bedtime and routines (learn to sleep all night & alone)
Hand washing, Teeth brushing, bathing
Potty training (physically capable after age 2), dry at night
Pray for healing in times of sickness, reality of death
Age 12 and up: more & more self-determined
	Spank for obvious resistance where child is capable, use night light
Provoke on potty training: mostly 
use positive rewards, spank only
for clear rebellion 
In fallen world, some not healed
Remind when necessary


         Early Video Resources: Sesame Street (potty training and washing) 

         Gender identity (Gen 2:18-25; Deut 22:5; Rom 1:24-28; 1 Cor 6:9-11; 1 Cor 9:17-21; Eph 5:3-7)
	7th commandment: sex is a gift in marriage
Play, dress, roles, sexual differentiation, 
Wonders of life in womb from marriage
Teach privacy in dressing & hygiene by age 5
Acceptance of body & gender
Age 13 and up: Healthy friendships with 
opposite sex, guide dating interests
Godly view of masturbation
Guide in clothing selections, appearance
	protection, monitor play with others, correct rudeness
explain sexual rudeness/abuse in child’s terms
Provoke by over-reacting to sexual play 
Monitor TV, movies, internet use and potential for 
exposure to pornography or false views of sex. 
Provoke by rejecting gender or appearance



Culture, law and history maturity (1 Cor 9:17-21; Rom 13:1-7; Prov 1:10; 1 Peter 2:11-17)
	5th commandment related: submission to authority
Learn local cultural customs & holidays, history & traditions
Learn & obey local laws, respect police & government
Maturity & independence
	Discern boundaries for participation 
Failure has its own consequences


		
         Responsibility for property (2 Thess 3:6-18; Eph 4:28; Acts 20:32-35; 1 Tim 5:6-16; 6:16-18)
	8th & 10th commandment related
Care for property, learn proper use, share
Steward money: earning, budgeting, giving
	Prevent willful destruction of material goods
Discipline theft with restoration
Discipline selfishness and coveting


Early Video Resources: Veggie Tales (Christian). General friendship & helpfulness: Dora, Bob the Builder, Handy Manny, Angelina Ballerina, Winnie the Pooh, Backyardigans 

        B. Great Commission Mandate: Discipleship  Recreated in Holiness (2 Cor 5:18-21; Eph 5:25-2
Reconciliation with God: most of the popular or translated Christian parenting books focus here
	Learn basic Gospel: Westminster Shorter Catechism,
Basic OT history and covenants, life of Christ 
Genesis-2 Samuel, Mark, Acts, 1 John, Ephesians
Self-knowledge leads to repentance
Show fruits of Spirit: faithfulness, integrity
Age 13 and up: maturity in applying Gospel
wisdom of Proverbs, James, Romans, John, Philippians
	Correct misunderstandings about Gospel 
and grace, practice self-control 



Know errors of Galatians and Colossians


        Resources: Bible, Apostles Creed, Heidelberg Catechism, prayer notebook, Bible stories, devotionals

         Helping others (1 John 2-4; Jas 2-3)
	2nd great command: Love others= 5th-10th commands
by practical jobs at home and in school or church.
Goal: discover & use gifts, skills, interests to serve
Social skill development, self-selected friends
Age 13 and up: learn to lead by example
Reputation for good deeds, seeking Christ’s interests
Join a local church body, but see world-wide church
	Gospel reconciliation with others. Correct 
disobedience to 2th-10th commands: lying, 
stealing, time-wasting, lust, laziness, anger, 
hatred, rash speaking, cursing, coveting, 
resisting lawful authority
Provoke by angry discipline, expecting instant 
change, over-correcting every mistake


         Resources: Adventures in Odyssey (Focus on the Family audio/video), Uncle Authur’s Bedtime Stories
        
 (
Increasing complexity and mastery with age
)    C. Great Warfare Mandate: Soldiership (Gen 3:15; Ps 1:1) missions (Matt 28:18-20) and mercy (Gal 6:9-10)
     Very few written resources specifically related to parenting; mostly evangelism & apologetics books
	Teach proper relationship to Satan, evil & suffering
Hate & separate from sin & temptation (Prov 1:10; 2 Tim 2:22)
Mission to non-Christians, kindness to the needy & suffering
Pray for classmates and neighbors, plan ways to serve them
Age 13 and up: cultural and personal apologetics, fear God
Cultural knowledge & Christian critique: through increasing
awareness of sin and evil in the world by exposure to books,
media, TV, movies, teach child not to love the world
 (1 John 2:15-17) = inoculation, as Proverbs illustrates
Pray for classmates & neighbors, plan ways to serve
Learn to forgive & love those who are mean or rude
Short term missions, community service projects
	Correct and discipline desire 
for evil things
Learn to love those who are mean
Prevent returning evil for evil



D. Great Emigration Mandate: Pilgrimship
Very few written resources specifically related to parenting; Read Pilgrim’s Progress by John Bunyan
	Teach and model perseverance as pilgrims in this fallen world, seeking the heavenly city. Live like citizens of God’s heavenly kingdom, seeking the better city and indestructible kingdom that he is preparing (Heb 11:10-16, 24-26; 12:22-24, 28; 13:12-14; Phil 3:20-21); Teach themes from Hebrews  
	Give up all sinful earthly pleasures to follow Christ. Reform the earthly shadows to be like the heavenly realities (Eph 5:23-6:9; Heb 8:5)  



II. REST
A. Great Assembly Mandate: Worship
Very few written resources specifically related to parenting; mostly general worship theology
	1st great command: Love God; seek eternal Sabbath- 
Rest-fellowship with God in love, joy, praise, honor 
and delight (Sabbath & festival rests Ps 92, Lev 16, 25, 
Isa 58:13-14; Eccles 5:18-20; Heb 4; 12:22-24)
Desire to be in his house forever (Ps 23:6; 73:25-26)
Teach praise and Scripture songs; Psalms; 
4th commandment applied to the Lord’s Day & all days
	Correct disobedience and lusts 
of flesh with desires  for greater
pleasures in God and heaven (Heb 11-12)
Read When I Don’t Desire God : 
How to Fight for Joy by John Piper,
Especially ch. 11 on physical things  



VII. Guiding Principles
A. Some sins of parents that will provoke children to anger: anger, abuse (verbal=attack person not problem, physical=hitting, locking up, burning, torturing), manipulation, threats, accusations, ignoring problems, bribing with gifts, giving everything a child wants, complaining, rule-making without enforcing, constantly restricting/removing fun (isolating) for failure to perform perfectly or instantly, unfairly disciplining various children (showing favoritism). First remove logs in your eye before removing specks in a child’s (Matt 7:5). If you view children as hindrance to your (daily) agenda or plans, your focus will be on getting child to leave you alone, likely leading to angry and frustrated attempts to discipline (shouting, threatening, warning) using methods that try to create immediate change response.  Instead we should see parenting as part of a ‘good work that God has prepared in advance for us to do’ (Eph 2:10), and accept that God has given you parenting as one of your primary responsibilities, adjusting your plans or agenda according to your child’s needs if possible. Hold your agenda flexibly and remember to say, “If the Lord wills, we will do this or that” (Jam 4:15). Most issues can be dealt with in 10 or 15 minutes when you are calm and the child is teachable.
B. The Bible notes the importance of our good example, correct teaching, consistent discipline and a healthy social learning environment (family, church, school, neighborhood) (1 Tim 4:16; Prov 1; 1 Thess 5:14; Phil 1:3-6; 2:1-2) but these do not guarantee that our parenting will produce persevering, godly adults. Nor does the absence of these good things prevent those whom God has called from experiencing new Christian life and growth into maturity where the power of his Word and Spirit are working (Isa 43:1-2; 53:2; 1 Cor 3:6-7). The parable of the seed and soils cautions us from making assumptions about the heart and the final salvation status of a child based on short term assessments (Matt 13:3-23). 
C. God often uses teachable moments of stress, change and suffering. We should be prepared to instruct and discipline children in their teachable moments and be thankful that we have the opportunity to deal with sins (both heart and behavior) in the early stages before sins become habits that produce major life destruction. God also changes parents in the parenting process. We learn more about his Father heart. But sometimes emotions (yours or the child’s) are too unstable to resolve a corrective discipline situation immediately. Use patience. Everyone should take a time out to pray and try again in 30 minutes or an hour.   
D. Young children will need multiple-pronged approach to changing any bad behavior: modeling, biblical instruction, disciplines of various kinds, lots of patience (some patterns may take years!) and prayer. But always remember, it’s God’s job to change your heart and your child’s heart so we bear good fruit (Matt 12:33; Phil 1:6; 2:12-13), so guard your joy by focusing on the work God is doing (Phil 1:3-11; 2:2; 4:8) and patiently use the multiple tools above. 
E. Where no clear biblical principle is at stake, parenting goal is to seek a win-win solution that improves the relationship. Where a lack of physical skill or academic ability is involved with a problem, no punitive discipline should be given. Patiently instruct in weak areas and practice for improvement. 
F. The principles above primarily apply to parenting children from newborn to about age 18. Can parents command their adult children to obey? NO. Your role changes to more counselor with mutual respect for decision-making. They must honor you, but do not have to obey you in disputable matters (Rom 14:1-15:7). However, if you represent God in your commands, they should listen to you as to God.

IX. SPECIFIC PARENTING METHODS 
A. Various discipline methods: time out, remove privileges (use with caution, don't make expectations so high your kids can never have fun because they are always under some removal of fun type of discipline), natural consequences (stealing? go to person or store stole from and reconcile; broken? replace with own money or buy new one) 
B. Various teaching methods: child’s prayer notebook (list character items you hope God will change & Bible verses, answers to prayer. Pray with and for them before bed. Age 12 and up: require them to write a Bible decision-making paper on a clear Ten Commandment teaching or about a disputable matter (earrings, violent shooter games, etc) to put them under God's Word and they decide what to do. You choose-we discuss: permit their questionable decisions, but they have to discuss what happened after (go to a bad movie, read a not-so good book). Spending some one-on-one time with each child is also very important. This could be some fun thing that they get to choose the activity to do with the parent. Many informal teaching opportunities arise from these kinds of activities. 

X. CASE STUDIES: Share an example of dealing with one of the behaviors below from your own parenting and how you handled it. Knowing the multiple times each issue might have been evident, do you feel like you share God’s patience in laboring for these changes to occur? 
[anger and tantrums; lying; stealing; rudeness; injury (intentional or accidental?); damaging property (intentional or accidental?); self-responsibility for homework; internet, TV, computer games]

XI. QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
1. What are some of your greatest joys in seeing kids grow or your greatest frustrations/trials in parenting? 2. What are your struggles with discipline methods? Are you provoking your children to anger? 3. What resources have you found helpful in instructing and disciplining your child(ren)? 4. How did you parents raise you and how do you see those influences in your parenting style? 5. What conflicts does that create in your marriage over how to parent your child(ren)? 6. What specific things would you like to pray for your parenting issues or child(ren)?  7. What concepts and methods from this outline would you like to apply to lead you and your child to growth?
XI. PARENTING RESOURCES
Instructing a Child’s Heart by Tedd and Marjorie Tripp (best overall); Shepherding a Child’s Heart  by Tedd Tripp; Gospel Centred Family: Becoming the Parents God Wants you to be by Ed Moll and Tim Chester; Sacred Parenting by Gary Thomas
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