Six Solas of Reformation Christianity
Rev. Dr. Tim Yates

During the January mini-class term I had the opportunity to teach a new class called Reformed Faith and Life. This was a big challenge for me to consider how to define these large categories and try to express those categories in meaningful ways. Since the Reformation is best known by the 5 solas, I decided that each sola would be a good focus for a lecture. I decided to start with a review of the history of the Reformed Churches, so I added a sixth sola (Solus Ecclesia), then we studied the other common Reformation theology themes: Soli Deo Gloria, Sola Christos, Sola Gratia, Sola Fide and Sola Scriptura. The rest of the course was structured around the main themes of what it means to grow in the grace and knowledge of Christ (2 Pet 3:18) using five Christ-imaging mandates (5CIMS: Great assembly mandate, Great commission mandate, Great cultural mandate, Great warfare mandate, Great emigration mandate). 使用「五個效法基督的使命」（5CIMS）：包 括大總會使命, 大使命、大文化使命、大爭戰使命和、大移民使命。Three of these names are ones that I developed to parallel the other more common ones (Great Commission and cultural mandate), but the theological content is clearly in Scripture. Students did reading in the Dutch Reformed Thee Forms of Unity (Belgic Confession Heidelberg Catechism, Canons of Dort), Kuyper’s Lectures on Calvinism, B.B. Warfield’s The Plan of Salvation and the classic by Dutch Reformed pastor Wilhelmus a Brakel作者: 布雷克(simplified script) The Christian’s Reasonable Service 基督徒理所當然的侍奉. This course is now available in DVD format for those who would like to study this important topic (note: my lecture notes are all in English, but the video lectures are in Chinese). I thought it would be a good topic for the CRTS Bulletin to give you a mini-summary of the first part of the course on the six solas, and in a future bulletin describe the 5 Christ-imaging mandates.

I. Introduction to the Reformed Faith 
A. THE REFORMED FAITH IS BIBLICAL CHRISTIANITY: There are numerous areas of overlapping agreement with other denominations, such as themes found in the Apostles and Nicene Creeds. Thus this class cannot claim that everything covered in reading or lectures equals the meaning of the Reformed Faith, which is sometimes called Calvinism. However, I will attempt to show some broad categories of disagreement in the various interpretations of how God accomplishes salvation, including some comparison with different views about sanctification. Benjamin B. Warfield: “Calvinism conceives of itself as simply the more pure theism, religion, evangelicalism, superseding as such the less pure” (Article “Calvinism” in The New Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia of Religious Knowledge ). Calvinism is simply consistent and comprehensive Christianity. The Reformed faith is nothing but Christian theology in its fullest and purest expression.[footnoteRef:1] We shall derive our perception of the Reformed Faith from knowing who God is and what God has done because salvation is intended to remake us into the likeness of his character while imaging things he does in the world. [1: Westminster Theological Seminary. 1961; digital version 2002. Westminster Theological Journal Volume 23:2, 209.] 


B. THE REFORMED FAITH HAS DETAILED FAITH STATEMENTS ON NUMEROUS BIBLICAL TOPICS THAT ARE MEANT TO BE PROMOTED AND ENFORCED BY UNIFIED GROUPS OF HEALTHY CHURCHES: Reformed faith tends to be more clearly defined than most denominations, due to lengthier faith statements and Books of Church Order & Discipline. These faith statements are to be used to determine ordination to leadership, taught to the members and used to enforce discipline against any who deny their teachings. Some other churches or leaders may adhere to similar principles (such as an individual pastor or church leader who has read Reformed books or attended a Reformed seminary), but without a denominational doctrinal statement and enforcement by its ordaining and disciplining bodies, these principles will not likely reform a denomination or start an influential movement. “Specified complexities” must cooperate to see the spread of Reformed Christianity: healthy growing churches unified in functioning presbyteries and general assemblies that guard and promote their doctrinal statements with well trained, godly leaders, that have financial resources to hire competent pastors, send out church planters and missionaries, that financially support and send students to healthy seminaries, that support Reformed publishing of books, small group study materials and Sunday school curriculum and biblical counseling ministries. Small numerical size and limited financial resources seem to be some of the current struggles of Taiwan Reformed Presbyterian believers, churches and CRTS. We need to work toward greater unity among all confessing Reformed churches in Taiwan.     

C. REFORMED THEOLOGICAL COMMITMENTS ARE ONLY REQUIRED OF THE REFORMED CHURCH & SEMINARY LEADERS: We do not claim that no one can be saved without believing the specifics of Reformed doctrines. The content of initial saving faith appears rather minimal (thief on the cross Luke 23:40-43; the tax collector 18:13-14; the confession and faith summarized in Romans 10:9-10). We do claim that the Reformed faith represents mature Christian doctrine into which all apostles and prophets entrusted to living ministers who should preach in order that believers might grow up into the measure of this maturity (Eph 4:11-13). In other words, the Reformed faith and the life it produces by God’s grace is capable of preaching the doctrines and lifestyle most consistent with Scripture for the good of the visible church on earth. Thus Reformed seminaries, denominations, presbyteries and church elders have been entrusted with promoting and guarding the Reformed faith and are vital to the health of Christ’s church on earth. In the Presbyterian system, only church and seminary leaders must affirm the details of the system of Reformed doctrine (Church: elders, deacons, sometimes Sunday school teachers and small group leaders; Seminary: president, board, deans and faculty). Generally it is not wise to expect subscription to all the Reformed details for membership in a church or as a pre-requisite for admission or graduation from a Reformed seminary, since membership is intended to represent a very basic saving faith commitment, However, membership in a Reformed church or attendance at CRTS should indicate that individual’s openness to consider the details of the Reformed faith, and if persuaded, to adopt them.

II. History of Reformed Faith & Life: Solus Ecclesia The Church Alone
A. Definition: Solus Ecclesia/ solus cultus Ecclesiae communitate / church worshipping community alone, visible church on earth (this is bigger than a denomination) 我信聖而公之教會 I believe in the holy catholic church, and normally there is no salvation outside the visible church. Solus=Alone: Christ’s bride on earth is chosen to fulfill his redemptive purposes within the church government structures he has ordained (Presbyterian system of teaching & ruling elders and deacons). Solus=Alone: a study of church history reveals that the church is most effective without the patronage of the unstable state, but works best in a context where the state gives the church freedom to do its own sphere of work. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]B. We need to add a sixth sola of the Reformation, Solus Ecclesia, perhaps because the solas were used to describe the Reformation in an era of individual piety and revivalism. The original Reformers wanted a total reformation of doctrine, worship and church government. The 5 solas relate to the key points of doctrine and to eliminating all that was not biblical (thus, Sola Scriptura). But the 5 existing solas fail to capture a major Reformation goal of reforming the church government structures and seeing Christ perfect his bride as a corporate body, not simply a scattered collection of godly individuals. Where the church had freedom from government control to define and maintain its own doctrinal and ethical authority according to Scripture and local freedom to establish its own seminaries and ordaining bodies within the Presbyterian system of government (session, presbytery, general assembly), using the local language of the people, the church continued to have an influential witness and grew. The Reformed churches did this by ordaining godly ministers, ruling elders and deacons who were required to subscribe to the Reformed doctrines in the church confessions and by disciplining those who did not hold to the same doctrine or lived obviously sinful lives. Churches that splintered into congregational independence, such as the New England Reformed churched in the time of Jonathan Edwards, failed to establish a lasting Reformed movement that could establish other churches or do international missions. For a great study of the historical details supporting this summary above, see Calvinism: A History by D.G Hart (Yale University Press 2013). Reformed publishing of missionary biographies and journals also spurred on missionary movements, such as David Brainerd’s Journals, edited by Jonathan Edwards. Revival movements that refocused the church on the renewed application of the Reformed themes of biblical Christianity spurred individual growth that led to church growth and missions (in the modern era, this happened with the Sonship curriculum and World Harvest Mission).   

III. INTRODUCTION TO THE OTHER FIVE SOLAS 
The Five solas are a way of describing the why and the how of God’s salvation of his people, in contrast to the errors of the Roman Catholic Church. They are affirmed by all churches that are truly evangelical. They help us define and remember the core Reformed Gospel themes we preach today, and some of the marks of a healthy church, and gives us themes to guard Gospel integrity in the church and test professions of faith in individuals. I would say that generally speaking, the Canon’s of Dort has five chapters that have been summarized by the acronym TULIP that I would say corresponds to sola gratia, salvation by grace alone, the manner of God’s gracious salvation to totally depraved sinners in contrast to an Arminian view of salvation that supposes man has a morally neutral free will to choose what God merely offers him. For an interesting integration of the 5 solas with a practical Christian life topic see Bloodlines: Race, the Cross and the Christian by John Piper (how our salvation, especially the 5 points of Calvinism and the 5 solas ought to affect our views of ethnicity)

Soli Deo Gloria
A. Probably one of the best confessional statements related to God’s glory is found in the Westminster Confession of Faith chapter II:2  God hath all life, glory, goodness, blessedness, in and of himself; and is alone in and unto himself all-sufficient, not standing in need of any creatures which he hath made, not deriving any glory from them, but only manifesting his own glory, in, by, unto, and upon them: he is the alone fountain of all being, of whom, through whom, and to whom, are all things; and hath most sovereign dominion over them, to do by them, for them, or upon them, whatsoever himself pleaseth. In his sight all things are open and manifest; his knowledge is infinite, infallible, and independent upon the creature, so as nothing is to him contingent or uncertain. He is most holy in all his counsels, in all his works, and in all his commands. To him is due from angels and men, and every other creature, whatsoever worship, service, or obedience, he is pleased to require of them. Scripture proofs: John 5:26; Acts 7:2; Ps 119:68; 1 Tim 6:15; Rom 9:5; Acts 17:24-5; Job 22:2-3; Rom 11:36; Rev 4:11; Dan 4:25, 35; Heb 4:13; Rom 11:33-4; Ps 147:5; Acts 15:18; Ezek 11:5; Ps 145:17; Rom 7:12; Rev 5:12-4 
 
B. HEALTHY REFORMED CHURCHES ARE DOXOLOGICALLY ORIENTED 
a. Evaluate the singing: How many times is “I” used as a general theme vs. God, his character & works? Tradition of worship and praise in the church: singing the doxology

b. Evaluate the preaching: What motives do you hear about in God’s works? Is judgment ever preached, or is there an over-emphasis on love as God’s primary motive? God’s glory can easily accommodate preaching about both God’s love and hate, but lopsided views of God as primarily loving will tend to ignore preaching about God’s justice & hell? Weak understanding of God’s main purpose in salvation: WHY DID GOD SEND HIS SON AND SAVE SINNERS? God’s motive is love to/for the world; God is making a big deal of me, so I should feel better about myself, have a higher self-esteem. 

c. How are the sacraments presented? Are they introduced as displaying the glory of God’s grace to unworthy sinners? Or are they presented as testimonies to what man has decided or prepared for? 

d. What answers are presented in response to the suffering seen in the world today? When you see evil & suffering caused by evil, you should think of God’s giving men up to their lusts Romans 1:18: wrath revealed from heaven on ungodliness; See ESV Romans 9:22 What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to make known his power, has endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction. 

e. What definitions of man’s nature are given? When God is presented as limited by human “free will” in salvation and human choices for evil in suffering, God’s glory is blurred and obscured rather than highlighted and magnified.  

f. What model of human change is presented? Is one major answer getting a bigger view of God and being attracted to his soul-satisfying pleasures in the presence of his glory (Ps 27:4; 16:11)? 

g. Evaluate the books used & doctrinal statements: Are there any doxological themes mentioned at all?

IV. The Glory of God Revealed: Sola Christos
A. WHY DID THE REFORMERS INSIST ON SOLUS CHRISTUS? The Reformers agreed with the Roman Catholic teaching on the incarnation by virgin birth, full deity and humanity of Christ, found in earlier Nicene and Chalcedon Creeds. Solus Christus means “through Christ alone.” The Reformation developed the solus Christus theme to show the need of only Christ as mediator between God and man for salvation. No other religion can save except the way God provided through Christ to the Father (John 14:6). Now believers have direct access to God through the priesthood of Christ. It is only as a sinner looks to Christ’s merit by faith—his perfect righteous life, holy atoning death, resurrection to heavenly intercession—that sinners can be saved. The Reformers disagreed with Roman Catholic doctrine and insisted in Christ’s sole role as mediator without the need for mediation of human priests to consecrate the mass who have been ordained in the apostolic line of Peter, called sacerdotalism (sacerdos=priest in Latin) or receive its eucharist that makes a false claim of ex opere operato (literally: “from the work worked” effective to save simply by receiving it), or the false claim that the real physical presence of Christ consecrates the elements and becomes his literal body and blood and is re-offered as a sacrifice in the mass. Reformers also rejected mediation of/prayers to Mary or the saints, or the requirement that Catholics must confess their sins to a priest at least once a year during lent (the month before Resurrection Sunday). Thus we must preach and command people to believe in Christ for salvation, through him to receive forgiveness of sins and credited righteousness, and by the indwelling Spirit sent from him, imparted righteousness (changed into his likeness). The old Roman Catholic system failed to preach this message in the language of the people (until 1965, when the mass was allowed in the local language), and its damnable mass was mistakenly believed to save whoever took the bread, ex opera operato. Christ alone also means that only he as the risen High Priest can minister his saving s and keeping grace to us by the Word and power of the Spirit, and through his spiritual presence in the sacraments. An earthly pastor cannot do more than represent the truth and call God’s people to believe what Christ has accomplished.

B. THE GOAL OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE IN RELATION TO CHRIST
1. So confess with your mouth Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart God raised him from the dead and you will be saved. (Rom 10:9). 
2. We believe that that goal of the Christian life is to glorify our Triune God primarily by a living spiritual union with the life of Christ (past, present, and future Col 1:25-27), imaging the faith, hope and love of Christ (and the many details of the affections and actions of Christ in his relations noted above), and, for the praise of God’s glory, imaging Christ to mankind by loving our neighbor as ourselves, and imaging Christ to the created world of angels, living and non-living things. 
3. We image Christ’s attitude to suffering under the curse of the cross, submitting willingly, despising its shame, rejoicing that we are counted worthy to suffer for his name, boasting in the cross as the power of God to crucify our human sinful nature to the world  (Phil 2:10-11; Matt 26:42; Heb 12:2; Matt 5:11-2; Acts 5:41; Gal 6:14). 
4. Another way to describe our duty to image Christ is by obeying the Ten Commandments, commandments, which Jesus also obeyed. 
5. We also image the history of Christ in his humiliation and exaltation, both spiritually and physically. 
6. We image Jesus in his relationship to the Father’s appointed times in the future, waiting patiently, preparing diligently, faithfully administering the tasks we are entrusted with. 
7. We are called to image Christ in times of abundance, blessing and comfort and times of sorrow, suffering and trouble. The circumstances do not change the goal, or diminish the grace and mercy Christ will supply in our time of need to enable us to image him. The grace we seek from Christ is the fullness of the Spirit indwelling us, enabling us to enter into full Trinitarian communion with God and be changed into the likeness of Christ. 
8. We are also called to image the “divine nature” and specifically the Father and the Holy Spirit, but ordinarily the theme of imaging Christ encompasses all of these attributes which we are told to image in the Father or the Holy Spirit (2 Pet 1:3; Matt 5:48; 1 Pet 1:15-16). However, we do find some specific differences in this aspect of imaging: we are told to image the Father’s affections for Christ by regarding him as precious (1 Pet 2:4, 7), exalting Jesus to the highest place, honoring his name above all names. We are told to image the Holy Spirit’s work by testifying about Jesus (John 16:14; 15:26). 
9. Make up your mind that to behold the glory of God by beholding the glory since Christ is the greatest privilege given to believers in this life. This is the dawning of heaven. It is the first taste of that heavenly glory which God has prepared for us, for this is eternal life, to know the Father and Jesus Christ whom he has sent’ (John 17:3). By seeing the glory of Christ (his character and attributes) displayed in his person and work, we are transformed into his likeness (2 Cor 3:18; 1 John 3:1-2).
  
V. The Glory of God in the Plan of Salvation: Sola Gratia
A. For a comparison between Reformed views of salvation and other views see B.B. Warfield’s The Plan of Salvation, soon to be published by the Reformed Press) 
The Roman Catholic Church taught that we are saved through a combination of God's grace, the merits that we accumulate through penance and good works, and the superfluity of merits that the saints before us accumulated; the reformers responded, “sola gratia”. http://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/articles/onsite/qna/fivesolas.html Evangelical church agree that salvation is by grace, but the Reformed churches who adopted the Canons of Dort and the Westminster Confession defined grace as completely originating in God’s gracious election using the acronym T.U.L.I.P.

B. THE CLEAREST STATEMENT OF THE WHOLE TULIP POSITION: 多特信經: 第一項教義 論神的預定: 第七條 揀選是神不變的旨意,借此神在創立世界以前,只是出於他的慈愛,按著他主權的美意,從全人類中,就是由於自己的錯謬而墮落,從他們原始無邪的狀態,而墮入罪惡與敗壞中的全人類,他揀選一定的人數而得基督的救贖,這位基督就是從永恆神所派定的選民的中保與元首,並為選民得救的根基。此被選的人數,雖然在本性上比別人沒有強到哪裡,也不配,反陷於共同悲慘的命運中,可是神卻定意將他們給予基督,被他救贖,有效地呼召他們並吸引他們,借著聖經和聖靈與神有交通,賜給他們真實的信心、稱義與成聖,在與他兒子的交通上得蒙全力的保守;最後,為彰顯他的慈愛,並他榮耀的恩典得著稱讚,就使他們得榮耀;正如經上記著說:「就如神從創立世界以前,在基督裡揀選了我們,使我們在他面前成為聖潔,無有瑕疵;又因愛我們,就按著自己旨意所喜悅的,預定我們借著耶穌基督得兒子的名份,使他榮耀的恩典得著稱讚;這恩典是他在他愛子裡所賜給我們的」(弗一4-6)。又在別處說:「預先所定下的人又召他們來;所召來的人又稱他們為義,所稱為義的人又叫他們得榮耀」(羅八30）。

C. The Canons of Dordt develops the doctrines of ULTIP in this order particularly and give Scriptural proof texts. Later this acronym was changed to TULIP to aid memory

ULTIP: 
Unconditional election, 無條件的揀選
Limited atonement, 有限的贖罪
Total depravity, 無以復加
Irresistible grace  無法抗拒救恩 
Perseverance of the saints. 救恩無法失去
U.   Unconditional Election無條件的揀選 
1. Unconditional Election is the doctrine which states that God chose those whom he was pleased to bring to a knowledge of himself, not based upon any merit shown by the object of his grace and not based upon his looking forward to discover who would “accept” the offer of the gospel. God has elected, based solely upon the counsel of his own will, some for glory and others for damnation (Romans 9:15,21). He has done this act before the foundations of the world (Ephesians 1:4-8).
2. This doctrine does not rule out, however, man’s responsibility to believe in the redeeming work of God the Son (John 3:16-18). Scripture presents a tension between God’s sovereignty in salvation, and man’s responsibility to believe which it does not try to resolve. Both are true – to deny man’s responsibility is to affirm an unbiblical hyper-calvinism; to deny God’s sovereignty is to affirm an unbiblical Arminianism.
3. The elect are saved unto good works (Ephesians 2:10). Thus, though good works will never bridge the gulf between man and God that was formed in the Fall, good works are a result of God’s saving grace. This is what Peter means when he admonishes the Christian reader to make his “calling” and “election” sure (2 Peter 1:10). Bearing the fruit of good works is an indication that God has sown seeds of grace in fertile soil.
4. You have not chosen me, but I have chosen you (John 15:16). Nothing forseen in either Jacob or Esau before they were born God purpose in election would stand (Rom 11:11-13), it is not dependent on the man who wills, but on God who shows mercy (Rom 11:16). 
L.  Limited Atonement (Particular Redemption) 有限的贖罪
1. Limited Atonement is a doctrine offered in answer to the question, "for whose sins did Christ atone?" The Bible teaches that Christ died for those whom God gave him to save (John 17:9). Christ died, indeed, for many people, but not all (Matthew 26:28). Specifically, Christ died for the invisible Church -- the sum total of all those who would ever rightly bear the name "Christian" (Ephesians 5:25).
2. This doctrine often finds many objections, mostly from those who think that Limited Atonement does damage to evangelism. We have already seen that Christ will not lose any that the father has given to him (John 6:37). Christ's death was not a death of potential atonement for all people. Believing that Jesus' death was a potential, symbolic atonement for anyone who might possibly, in the future, accept him trivializes Christ's act of atonement. Christ died to atone for specific sins of specific sinners. Christ died to make holy the church. He did not atone for all men, because obviously all men are not saved. Evangelism is actually lifted up in this doctrine, for the evangelist may tell his congregation that Christ died for sinners, and that he will not lose any of those for whom he died!
T.  Total Depravity (Total Inability) 無以復加
1. Total Depravity is probably the most misunderstood tenet of Calvinism. When Calvinists speak of humans as “totally depraved,” they are making an extensive, rather than an intensive statement. The effect of the fall upon man is that sin has extended to every part of his personality – his thinking, his emotions, and his will. Not necessarily that he is intensely sinful, but that sin has extended to his entire being.
2. The unregenerate (unsaved) man is dead in his sins (Romans 5:12). Without the power of the Holy Spirit, the natural man is blind and deaf to the message of the gospel (Mark 4:11f). This is why Total Depravity has also been called “Total Inability.” The man without a knowledge of God will never come to this knowledge without God’s making him alive through Christ (Ephesians 2:1-5).
3. Other scripture texts: He has lost the ability to will any spiritual good accompanying salvation, though he may do much social good (Mark 10:20-21; “no one seeks after God” Rom 3:10-18; John 3:4-5 except you be born again you cannot see the kingdom of God; the Pharisees were outwardly moral, inwardly hardened hypocrites Matt 23; the sinful mind is in enmity against God, it cannot obey the law of God Rom 8:7; All men are by nature children of wrath, dead in trespasses and sins Eph 2:1-3; blindness Eph 4:18; heart of stone Ezek 36:26; powerless Rom 5:6; unable John 6:44; dead in sins Rom 7:18)
I.  Irresistible Grace無法抗拒救恩
1. The result of God's Irresistible Grace is the certain response by the elect to the inward call of the Holy Spirit, when the outward call is given by the evangelist or minister of the Word of God. Christ, himself, teaches that all whom God has elected will come to a knowledge of him (John 6:37). Men come to Christ in salvation when the Father calls them (John 6:44), and the very Spirit of God leads God's beloved to repentance (Romans 8:14). What a comfort it is to know that the gospel of Christ will penetrate our hard, sinful hearts and wondrously save us through the gracious inward call of the Holy Spirit (I Peter 5:10)!
2. He who began a good work in you will complete it (Phil 1:6); for it is God who works in you to will and to accomplish his good purposes (Phil 2:13) As many as were ordained to eternal life believed (Acts 13:48). Opening blind eyes (Ps 119:18) a new creation (Ps 51:10; Eph 2:5, 10), a new birth from God (John 1:12; 3:3), making alive (Eph 1:18; 2:5, 10)
3. Saul’s conversion on the road to Damascus shows the power of saving grace acted upon a violent persecutor of the church (Acts 9).
P.  Perseverance of the Saints救恩無法失去
1. Perseverance of the Saints is a doctrine which states that the saints (those whom God has saved) will remain in God's hand until they are glorified and brought to abide with him in heaven. Romans 8:28-39 makes it clear that when a person truly has been regenerated by God, he will remain in God's stead. The work of sanctification which God has brought about in his elect will continue until it reaches its fulfillment in eternal life (Phil. 1:6). Christ assures the elect that he will not lose them and that they will be glorified at the "last day" (John 6:39). The Calvinist stands upon the Word of God and trusts in Christ's promise that he will perfectly fulfill the will of the Father in saving all the elect.
This description of the Five Points of Calvinism was written by Jonathan Barlow who acknowledges that not all those bearing the name "Calvinist" would agree with every jot and tittle of this document.http://www.reformed.org/calvinism/

D. HOW SHOULD THE DOCTRINES OF GRACE EFFECT OUR PREACHING & EVANGELISM?

We call everyone to come to Christ with a universal call, “Whoever is willing may come to Christ!” But any who come, will soon look back on their decision as “my willingness to come was all by God’s sovereign attracting grace” (Acts 13:48) And when the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying the word of the Lord, and as many as were appointed to eternal life believed. God’s electing love and determined provision in Christ will save his elect, so we can have confidence in preaching and evangelism that God will do the work of saving those who hear the Gospel. We do not need to manipulate or force. Warning about God’s wrath and hell is biblical and should be done, but we know even the fear of hell alone will not save people. 

Every time you preach, you can distinguish your applications to those who have already repented and believed and those who have not ever repented and believed. 

NON-CHRISTIANS: We do not promise that God savingly loves all people who hear us preach. We can only say he is kind to his enemies (common grace love Luke 6:35-36). We do not need to say to a non-Christian that “God loves you by sending Jesus to die on the cross for your sins,” to try to persuade a person to believe. We do not know if they are elect, so we cannot promise this. We call some to obey the commands of our text for the first time as creatures under God’s just wrath, telling them to believe, hope, love, repent. Plead with Christ to give you a new heart and change your loves and hates to be like his!  

CHRISTIANS: We also call believers to continue to respond to God and grow in faith, hope, love and repentance. Do not forget that faith is a constant application of all texts: believe what God has done in Christ by the Spirit! Application is not simply related to doing loving things!  DETAILED APPLICATIONS MIGHT BE love God, love neighbor, hate sin, be humble, be kind, forgive you enemies, be an unashamed witness for Christ, show the fruits of the Spirit, do the 5CIM’s. If you have believed and received him, but are struggling with sin, he is able to teach you to hate sin and love righteousness. He will be with you to conquer sin in you and guide you to your heavenly citizenship. We can say, “If you have believed and receive Christ, these promises are for you.”  

We tell everyone of their inability to perfectly obey the commands of any biblical text. Even regenerate believers still need this Gospel! We attract everyone to Christ himself and tell of his work. We tell them there is a Gospel answer in Christ, who perfectly fulfilled the demands of this text. His death paid the price for the disobedience of his people/his elect/his sheep to this text. His resurrection proves he obeyed all the righteousness God requires. Confess you’re your mouth Jesus is Lord, and believe that God appointed Christ as mediator for the forgiveness of your disobedience, believe God raised him from the dead to credit the righteousness of the command (and all other commands) to you (Rom 4:24-25; 10:9-10), and consciously receive the Holy Spirit (who has already been mysteriously at work in changing your heart and making you willing to believe) as the presence of Christ with you, who makes you alive to God and imparts his nature to you so you can obey this text. 

VI. The Glory of God in the Gift of Salvation: Sola Fide (Saving faith that justifies, sanctifies and glorifies)
I. SOLA FIDE DEFINED
A. The Catholic Church taught that we are justified by faith and the works that we produce, which the righteousness that God infuses in us through faith brings about. The reformers responded, “No, we are justified by faith alone, which lays hold of the alien righteousness of Christ that God freely credits to the account of those who believe.”   http://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/articles/onsite/qna/fivesolas.html 

B. Sola fide (Latin: by faith alone), also historically known as the doctrine of justification by faith alone, is a Christian theological doctrine that distinguishes most Protestant denominations from Catholicism, Orthodox Christianity, and some in the Restoration Movement. According to Martin Luther, justification by faith alone is the article on which the church stands or falls.

1. The doctrine of sola fide or "by faith alone" asserts God's pardon for guilty sinners is granted to and received through faith alone, conceived as excluding all "works.” All mankind is fallen and sinful, under the curse of God, and incapable of saving itself from God's wrath and curse. But God, on the basis of the life, death, and resurrection of his Son, Jesus Christ alone (solus Christus), grants sinners judicial pardon, or justification, which is received solely through faith. Faith is seen as passive, merely receiving Christ and all his benefits, among which benefits are the active and passive righteousness of Jesus Christ. Christ's righteousness is imputed (or attributed) by God to the believing sinner (as opposed to Roman Catholic doctrine of being infused or imparted at infant baptism), so that the divine verdict and pardon of the believing sinner is based not upon anything in the sinner, nor even faith itself, but upon Jesus Christ and his righteousness alone, which are received through faith alone. Justification is by faith alone and is distinguished from the other graces of salvation. . . .

2. Historic Protestantism (both Lutheran and Reformed) has held to sola-fide justification in opposition to Roman Catholicism especially, but also in opposition to significant aspects of Eastern Orthodoxy. Protestants exclude all human works (except the works of Jesus Christ, which form the basis of justification) from the legal verdict (or pardon) of justification. 

3. In the General Council of Trent 特倫托會議the Catholic Church stated in canon XIV on justification that "If any one saith, that man is truly absolved from his sins and justified, because that he assuredly believed himself absolved and justified; or, that no one is truly justified but he who believes himself justified; and that, by this faith alone, absolution and justification are effected; let him be anathema (excommunicated)." 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sola_fide 

C. WE DECLARE HIS GOSPEL AND CALL PEOPLE TO FAITH, REPENTANCE, LOVE AND HOPE. 
1. CHRIST’S CHURCH AS THOSE WHO HAVE RECEIVED by hearing with faith (Gal 3:2, 5; Rom 10:17), united to the man of heaven by the Spirit (1 Cor 15:45-49; Rom 6, 8) 
2. By faith in God raising Christ from death, receive justification (all derivative attributes and rest-work patterns credited to believer Rom 4:5, 24-25; 10:9-10; 5:17-19; 8:3-4; 1 Cor 1:30; 2 Cor 5:21; Phil 3:9).
3. By faith receive the Spirit of sanctification (all derivative attributes and rest-work patterns growing in union to Christ 1 Cor 6:11; Rom 8:11-13)=love. 
4. By faith repent of unlikeness to CHRIST (sins of omission [1 John 2:6] and commission [Gal 5:19-21; Rom 1:18-32; 3:10-20]) and receive forgiveness of sins, already died to sin & this evil age by the cross (Luke 24:47; Acts 17:29-31; Gal 6:14; Rom 6:2-11).
5. By faith receive and strengthen the Spirit of hope as a guarantee of future inheritance that we shall be like him in the eternal kingdom, physically united to Christ when he returns (Eph 1:13-14; 1 John 3:2; Col 3:1-2; Heb 11:16; 1 Pet 1:3-8, 13). 
6. Increasing likeness to Christ increases our assurance of salvation (1 Tim 3:13; 1 John, 2 Peter 1:3-11)

D. A Summary of our ministerial task
Using the means of grace in the power of the Spirit applied Gospel, aiming for growth in saving faith, (WCF 14), which includes justifying faith, sanctifying-that-perseveres-unto-glorification-faith (repentance, love & hope), compare self and disciple with the exalted Christ in his derivative attributes, which Christ displayed perfectly in fulfilling the five mandates (see the names in first section of this article), seeking change in self and counselee where unlike him and receiving God-glorifying assurance with encouragement to persevere where like him.

VII. The Glory of God Written for Mankind: Sola Scriptura
A. DEFINING SOLA SCRIPTURA Sola Scriptura means freedom of the conscience from all that is not in the Word! A Christian’s conscience should only obey Scripture! We will do only what Scripture says and no more! Everything necessary for us to know and obey and be saved that can bind our consciences is given in Scripture. Nothing should be added or taken away (Matt 23:4). In historical development, this phrase was both a formal doctrine of Scripture and a commitment to only obey what is revealed in the Word. Scripture is clear enough to be understood by any average reader by the illumination of the Spirit. Scripture is inerrant in the original autographs and kept substantially pure through the ages. But also from its confessions, it meant the sufficiency and necessity of with Word for regeneration and sanctification (therefore preaching only the Word), the discarding of the lectionary (dividing selected Bible reading) and the development of a preference for preaching from books of the Bible. Today we view this doctrine as essential for guarding the basic simplicity of the Gospel message of salvation, without which no one can be saved (Rom 10:17; 1 Cor 15:3-4), but even more, essential to healthy, mature Christianity and protection of the church from error (2 Tim 3:15-18; 4:2-4; Acts 20:32). Sola fide is essential Christianity, but without the Word, what is there to believe? Without the Word, humanity would be lost. The insistence on sufficiency, authority and necessity of Scripture keeps us focused on the Word itself, avoiding plausible sounding human philosophies and psychologies with self-claimed authority.

B. LUTHER’S FAMOUS QUOTE: The doctrine that the Bible alone is the ultimate authority was the "Formal Principle" of the Reformation. In 1521 at the historic interrogation of Luther at the Diet of Worms, he declared his conscience to be captive to the Word of God saying, "Unless I am overcome with testimonies from Scripture or with evident reasons -- for I believe neither the Pope nor the Councils, since they have often erred and contradicted one another -- I am overcome by the Scripture texts which I have adduced, and my conscience is bound by God's Word." http://www.fivesolas.com/5solas.htm

C. REFORMING ERROR BY REJECTING ALL TRADITIONS THAT ARE NOT TAUGHT IN THE SCRIPTURES: The Roman Church taught that the foundation for faith and practice was a combination of the scriptures, sacred tradition, and the teachings of the magisterium and the pope. But after Bible knowledge began to spread and the principle of sola scriptura began to be applied, this meant that certain practices of the Roman Catholic Church found to be inventions of men or mere traditions without biblical basis, were discarded by Reformed: lent with dietary restrictions on eating meat, the Mass, verbal repentance to a priest, the eucharist only received by the priest, the forms of worship in Latin, the lectionary, icons, veneration of saints and relics, prayers to Mary and the saints, the interpretation of the sacraments of baptism and the eucharist (reject ex opera operato on the biblical principle of sola fide—faith in the promises saves), vestments, choirs, organs, the pageantry of the Mass (procession into and out of sanctuary), monastic withdrawal from everyday life, denial of marriage to church leaders/celibacy, papal authority as earthly representative of Peter’s authority in earth. Reformers believed Roman Catholics needed to repent before taking the Lord’s Supper in a Reformed church, while Lutherans could be admitted. (Calvinism: A History D.G. Hart, location 1637 of 8202, Kindle edition)
Also see http://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/articles/onsite/qna/fivesolas.html 

D. Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock : Beware of Dangerous teaching from within. “Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood.29I know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; 30and from among your own selves will arise men speaking twisted things, to draw away the disciples after them. 31Therefore be alert, And now I commend you to God and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified” Acts 20:28-32

VIII. SOLA SUMMARY: Remember, each sola rejects some error, and so reformed the church, her teachings and practices. Evangelical churches agree with the six solas, but disagree with Reformed churches on the meaning of sola gratia: “grace” and the meaning of “alone”. Each sola can also become an organizing structure for systematic theological topics. 

A. 唯獨會論solus Ecclesia: the true church on earth (demonstrating the marks of true churches) is given power of the keys of the heavenly kingdom (expanded to mean the doctrine of the church 教會論)

B. 唯獨神的榮耀soli Deo Gloria: All glory belongs to God alone, not to man (either alive or departed) or man’s works, and he will bring his plan to fulfillment for his glory (expanded to mean the doctrine of God and Trinity神論, doctrine of the Last Things末世論)

C. 唯獨基督solus Christus: Christ alone is mediator between God and man, not papal ordination of priests, not priests consecrating the mass, not saints or relics or the Virgin Mary (expanded to mean the doctrine of Christ基督論)

D. 唯獨恩典sola gratia: God’s saving grace alone works all that is necessary for our salvation. This topic is the primary area of difference between evangelical churches and evangelical Reformed churches.  Reformed churches agree with TULIP. (expanded to mean the doctrine of man 人論and the Holy Spirit聖靈論)

E. 唯獨信心sola fide: faith without works justifies and saves (expanded to mean the doctrine of the salvation救贖論 Heb 11:6)

F. 唯獨聖經sola scriptura: the Word alone, rather than traditions of men or decisions of councils in history that could not be proven by Scripture (expanded to mean the doctrine of the Scripture聖經論)

G. THE SOLAS DEFINE THE ESSENCE OF THE EVANGELICAL REFORMED FAITH THAT CAN REFORM ALL OF LIFE (5 CHRIST-IMAGING MANDATES): THE REFORMED FAITH REFORMS LIFE . . .
As proclaimed by the Word (sola scriptura), the new covenant of grace (sola gratia) joins us to the person & work of Christ (solus Christus), united with his invisible heavenly and visible earthly church (solus ecclesia) by his gift of saving faith (sola fide) for forgiveness of sins in Adam into renewal into Christ’s likeness of Christ (credited in justification, imparted in sanctification, and completed in glorification) to the glory of God (soli Deo Gloria). The Reformed faith that gives saving faith. 歸正信仰給得救的信心
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