BTC 04 Theological Structure of 1 Timothy with Applications to Counseling
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[bookmark: _GoBack]I. 叫你因此可以打那美好的仗WAGE THE GOOD WARFARE (1:18): 提摩太:作傳道的工夫Timothy as evangelist (2 Tim 4:5) NOTE: two other layers of interpretive complexity: a) Paul’s ministry in Ephesus and his letter to the Ephesians based on 1:3 that these are Paul’s instructions to Timothy regarding ministry there, b) 2 Timothy and Titus as similar genre letters written to church co-workers.  
A. 你要謹慎自己Keep a close watch on your life (1 Tim 4:16) 
1. Train yourself for godliness and set a godly example (4:7, 12, 15-16; 5:22; 6:11-14) in speech, conduct, love, faith and purity, righteousness, steadfastness, gentleness
2. Take care of your body (5:23): drink a little wine
B. 你要謹慎…自己的教訓/工夫Keep a close watch on your ministry (1 Tim 4:16); Guard the deposit entrusted to you (1:19; 6:20), steward the teaching that accords with godliness (1:4-5; 6:3)
1. 常存信心/你要保守所託付你的/那合乎敬虔的道理Hold firm to the teaching that accords with godliness
a. The law (Ten Commandments) convicts of ungodliness, which is a good use of it (1:8-11)
b. The great mystery of godliness (3:16): incarnate, resurrected, seen by messengers, proclaimed among the nations, believed on in the world, taken up in glory. 
c. One God, and one mediator between God & men, the man Jesus Christ, who gave himself as a ransom for all (2:5-6) 
d. The gospel displays God’s grace, mercy and patience: Christ came into this world to save particular sinners like Paul, and bring them to faith and love, and give them strength as stewards to preach this gospel (1:10-16; 2:7), that he might receive glory and honor as the only true eternal king of the Ages (1:17)
e. The goal of the teaching of godliness: good works, love from a pure heart, a good conscience and a sincere faith (1:5; 2:8-10)
2. 你要以宣讀、勸勉、教導為念Train yourself for teaching (4:16, 11, 13), as a steward of the gift given by the Spirit through elders (1:18; 4:14)
a. Devoted to public reading of Scripture, exhortation, teaching
3. 管理領導Administrate Leaders: Choosing those qualified for service in the household of God (3:15)
a. Show no partiality (The Father Son & angels are watching) (5:21)
b. Show caution by only choosing leaders who have been tested and proved (5:22, 24-25; 3:6, 10)
c. Male Elders (3:1-7)
i. Qualifications: believe and model the gospel that accords with godliness: above reproach, husband of one wife, sober-minded, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not a drunkard, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money, manage own household well with submissive children, not a recent convert (not proud of his authority or dominating), good reputation in public
ii. Encouragements to elders: he desires a noble task (3:1), double honor for labor in preaching & teaching (5:17-18); limits on accusations against them (5:19)
d. Male Deacons (3:9-12)
i. Qualifications: believe and model the gospel that accords with godliness: dignified, not double-tongued, not addicted to much wine, not greedy for dishonest gain, holding the mystery of the faith with a clear conscience, tested, blameless, husband of one wife, managing their families well, with wives who are dignified, not slanderers, sober-minded, faithful in all things (3:8-12)
ii. Encourage with honor before men and assurance before Christ for faithful service (3:13)
4. 管理會員Administrate Members: 
a. 權威- 順服Authority-Submission: Male-Female/Marriage: Women believe the truth and show good works in love and holiness: modest, self-controlled, bear children, submissive and under the authority of men as teachers (2:8-15; 3:11; parallels with widows 5:9-15), implies marriage on several levels (Adam & Eve, child-bearing, remain quiet [and parallel: to be taught at home 1 Cor 14:34-35]); Older & younger (5:1-2): respect and encouragement for older men & women as for fathers and mothers, for younger as for brothers and sisters; Servants to masters (6:1-2): honor your masters and serve faithfully, do not disrespect them, especially if your masters are believers
b. 寡婦Widows (5:3-16): honor for true widows over 60 years old who have lived godly lives of good works but now have no family help; others should either seek help from family members or remarry, have children and manage their own households
c. 今世富足的人Rich in this present age: do not be proud, or hope in riches; hope in God who gives us everything to enjoy (6:17; 4:4-5), be rich in good works, generous with wealth, storing up treasure in heaven (6:18-19)
d. 萬人All: Pray for all, especially those in authority, so we may live a peaceful, godly life (2:1-2); Teach them to pray for the conversion of all (2:1-4, 8); Publicly rebuke any in sin (5:20)
5. 好囑咐那幾個人不可傳異教/躲避世俗的虛談和那敵真道/要逃避這些事Command silence for any not teaching the words of Christ that accord with godliness (1:3-7; 6:3); Avoid false teachers & their teachings (6:20); flee from these things (6:11) 
a. 對傳異教者Against False teachers and the evil of their example: 
i. Depraved in mind, deprived of the truth (6:5) 
ii. Devoted to deceitful spirits & teaching of demons, insincere liars whose consciences are seared (4:1-2) 
iii. Puffed up with conceit, understand nothing, unhealthy lust for controversy and quarreling about words that produces anger, envy, dissensions, slander, evil suspicions and constant friction (2:8; 6:4-5)
b. 對異教Against useless & false teachings and the wasted time and evil/misunderstanding they produce: 
i. Speculative myths and endless genealogies (1:4; see Titus 1:14 Jewish myths); irreverent silly myths (4:7); Irreverent babble and contradictions of “knowledge,” (6:20-21)  younger widows may be examples if these errors (5:13, 15)
ii. Vain discussions about the law (1:6-7; Forbid marriage, abstain from foods (4:3), note possible connection with 5:11-15 as a faction of widows that also may have taught this 
iii. Love money, imagining godliness is a means for gaining wealth (6:5, 9-10; note possible example of younger widows who abuse the church’s resources and abandon their former faith perhaps meaning abandoning their pledge to remain celibate widows to serve the church, or marriage to an unbeliever that lead away from saving faith 5:11-15) and so fall into harmful desires that cause ruin and destruction, wandering away from the faith (1:19; 6:10, 21); Hymenaeus and Alexander handed over to Satan to learn not to blaspheme (1:20); also a temptation to women in coveting outward adornment (2:9)
C. 要在這些事上恆心Persist in keeping a close watch to save both yourself and your hearers (1 Tim 1:5, 11-12, 18-19; 4:16); strive for godliness and teach the faith that accords with godliness, since our hope is set on the living God who will save believers (4:10); take hold of eternal life (6:12); keep the commandment until the return of Christ by living with integrity and a good conscience (1:19; 6:14), for he will come at the time determined by the Sovereign eternal holy King of King and Lord of Lords, to whom belongs honor and eternal dominion (6:15-16)
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The above outline would be the basis for a series of sermons on 1 Timothy. 
Below is an example of a command text interpreted using the other themes in 1 Timothy. 
II. “Be generous and ready to share” 6:18: This is genuine love/godliness in the church (3:15; 1:4 God’s [house] steward) and attractive witnesses to the non-believers (2:2-7; 3:2, 7; 4:12, 15; 5:7, 14; 6:1; Acts 5:13): (Timothy: instruct “charge” the rich (and all believers) to be ready to share 1:18-19; 6:17) 
Foundations of love ethic: steward of true gospel (1:4, 11-12; 6:20) that God uses to create a pure heart, good conscience and sincere faith, leading to a life of love (good works/godliness) (1:5) according to the charge/duty/responsibility given to us by God for our life calling, church & family roles and relationships.
A. Preach the Gospel (and administrate his church in a way) that creates in us pure hearts: (1:5; Ps 51:12)
1. by his initiative I have Christ as my mediator with God the Father; Christ paid my ransom (2:5-6), as an example of his grace, mercy and patience, no matter how terrible my sins (1:12-16)
2. heart cleansed from haughtiness in wealth or hope set on uncertain riches (6:17; 3:6)
3. Appoint & honor leaders who preach and exemplify this pure heart (3:13)
B. Preach the Gospel (and administrate his church in a way) that creates in us good consciences (1:5): (create the moral valuing characteristic that is “good” because my ethics are renewed into Christ’s image, and thus I can correctly judge my own life before God; create a good conscience as I lives with integrity, so I feel no self-condemnation and I know God’s attendant blessings; see 2 Cor 1:12; 4:2)
1. . . . Because I am content with food and clothing (6:6-8): note women and their jewelry & dress as a snare that may lead women to coveting riches and discovering its evil consequences, straying after Satan, wandering from the faith (2:9; 6:9-10; 5:15)
2. Appoint & honor leaders who preach and exemplify this good conscience (3:9, 13)
C. Preach the Gospel (and administrate his church in a way) that creates in us sincere faith (1:5): accurate belief in God and the true Gospel without hypocrisy or belief in false teachings (4:1-2)
1. Believe the mystery of godliness (3:16) (justification accomplished; sanctification pattern for our godliness through his incarnationsufferingglory)
2. Believe in  the true God who gives generously 
a. Gives life to all things (6:13)
b. Gives gifts and strength to fulfill our ministries (1:11-12; 18-19; 4:14) (vs. useless teachings that distract from our ministries 1:3-4, 6-7; 4:1-3, 7; 6:20-21)
c. Gives material blessings of creation: food, marriage, wealth (4:3-4; 6:17) (vs. false teaching that promotes an ungodly asceticism 4:1-3)
3. Set hope on God and heavenly reward as you seek treasure in heaven though good works (6:17-19) (vs. setting hope on uncertainty of riches 6:17)
4. Appoint & honor leaders who preach and exemplify this sincere faith (3:9, 13)
D. Preach the Gospel that creates in us “love that issues from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith” (1:5)
1. Select male leaders who, follow the example of, and honor the godly in the church who love by giving generously
a. Male elders & deacons: hospitality, (3:2) not love money/greedy for dishonest gain (3:3, 8), give to his own family as a good steward, (3:4-5); such elders who teach & preach deserve double honor (5:17-18); deacons are to be models of wise sharing with those in need, and training those who are able to develop self-sufficiency; generally the deacons should be in charge of managing the church’s offerings and physical property under the direction of the elders and a congregationally approved budget.
b. Widows: life of serving the saints, parenting, hospitality, care for the needy & sick ; those over 60 without family deserve the church’s financial honor
c. Women (or men) give to their own family as needed: elderly parents and grandparents (5:4, 8, 16; 2:10, 15)
d. [generous] service of bond-servants to honor their masters (6:1-2)
2. Live a loving life: be ready to share (1:18-19; 4:12 speech, conduct, love, faith, purity; 6:11 righteousness, godliness, faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness)
a. DEFINE: What does it mean to “be generous and ready to share”: 1 Timothy 5 context related to giving to widows sets limits on church sharing to those without food and adequate clothing who lack personal resources/health/strength to earn their own keep, (over 60 years old without family, but with excellent testimonies as faithful Christians) (6:8; 5:5, 9-10; James 1:27; 2:15-16; Matt 6:25-31; Acts 2:44-46; 4:34-37; 6:1-6). The Parable of the Sheep and Goats would expand the list to medical care, hospitality, housing and those persecuted for their faith as well (Matt 25:35-40).
b. CAUTIONS: 2 Thessalonians 3:6-18 also warns us not to be generous to those who are lazy, and also used the same words in 1 Tim 5:11-15 about younger widows who may have received church support without necessity (they had family, could still work or remarry) or lacked godly qualifications and became idlers, gossips and busybodies.  
3. Rebuke any teaching/teacher that imagines godliness is a means to personal gain rather than sacrificial giving (Acts 20:35): Avoid/reject/protect the church by directly opposing and command that it cease (in all its functions as the assembled, mutually-ministering church) from all other teachings because they fail to produce heart and life change/true godliness (1:3-4, 11, 18-19; 4:1-3, 7; especially 6:3-5, 20-21) “imagining that godliness is a means of gain” (6:5): probably other false representations of doctrine that claimed to be “Christian” and worthy of financial support (as in 2 Cor 11:4-20; 12:13, 17-18, especially “take advantage of you” financially); though no contradiction with 5:17-18 that elders who labor in teaching and preaching are worthy of double honor; possibly widows seeking early retirement on church support? (5:11-15; Acts 6:1-6) 
4. Beware of any Christians motivated by an impure heart: Love of money is root of all kinds of evil (6:10), fall into many destructive temptations: “the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and profane, for those who strike their fathers and mothers, for murderers, the sexually immoral, men who practice homosexuality, enslavers, liars, perjurers, and whatever else is contrary to sound doctrine,” (1:9-10)

III. Applications to Counseling from 1 Timothy
Consider how you would counsel 
A. A parent who does not want to share family resources with an adult child in need (though we should be careful about how to define needs as essentials for living above D.2.a-b) 
B. A church leader who does not want to give the teaching elder a raise (or a New Year’s bonus) when the budget has sufficient resources to allow this; the pastor’s family does not have needs according to D.2 a-b above, but is worthy of double honor (5:17-18).
C. A Christian feels a desire to give an offering to a health-wealth preacher on TV who promises that God will bless his sacrificial giving to his ministry. 
D. A Christian who asks for you advice about generously giving to a minister or to fellowship with no financial accountability, no budget, no statement of faith, no constitution, no oversight on how this money will be spent and no determined principles for how the offerings will be spent. 
E. A believer who reads a book advising him to sell everything he has and donate it to a charity or a church, and trust Jesus for his daily bread. 
F. A stranger (woman) who walks into your office and asks you for money, relating a story of hardship and difficulty about caring for her bed-ridden husband, so she cannot work.
G. Parents who are in conflict with their teenage daughter because the daughter wants to buy name brand shoes and clothes, but the parents want to buy her used clothes and shoes or use the clothing worn by older sisters or clothes given to them by friend. 
H. A Chinese middle aged son whose mother and father are demanding that he give them NT$10,000/mo in return for their financial sacrifices in raising him. The parents are in debt due to a failed business venture.
I. A Christian woman whose non-Christian relatives are asking her to give them money to start up a family business.  
J. Christian parents whose child is asking them to give him money to buy an apartment.  
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